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Erasmus, J. 


¶ De immenta dei milericoꝛdia. 


¶ a ſermon of the excedynge great merty of god 
made by the moſt famous doctour mai⸗ 
ſter Craſmug Boterodamus/ 
Tranſlated out ot᷑ Latin 
into 


— — Erasmus, D. 2 
To themoſte honoꝛable lady the lady 


Coũteſe of Saliſbury Gentian Heruet 
her humble ſeruaunt gretynge. 


Eypynge and vnderſtandynge 
mooſte honourable lady your great 
mynde and depe affection bothe to⸗ 
warde all maner of lernyng/and ſpe 
cially towarde that / whiche eyther exciteth oz tea 
cheth vertue and goodneſſe / and cõcerneth Þ way 
of our ſaluacion / I haue tranſlated out of Latin 
in to engliſſhe a ſermon o Eralmus ot the mercy 
of god: the whiche triſlatedfoz you and dedicate 
bnto your ladiſſhyp/J thought it ſhuld be a good 
dede / ik fo2 pour ladyſſhips pleaſure it were pꝛin⸗ 
ted ſpꝛed abzode: and where as afoze lerned mẽ 
only dyd get out both pleaſure and great frutein 
redyng of this boke / node cuery mã as wel rude 
aSlerned maye haue this ſermon of themercy of 
god as cõmon vnto hym as Þ mercy of god it ſelfe 
ts, Ind as touchyngy comedacion eyther of the 
auto2 02 of the warke J knowe Þ tendernes ofmy 
wyt moche moze ſklenderthanp Ican be able to 
beare p weyght of ſuche an enfpuſe/and Jreken 
to be moche better to holde my tonge vtterly fro þ 
pꝛeyſyng than ofthem to ſpeke to lytel / x foz faute 
, of wyttominillhe they? excellẽce. et netheleſſe it 
'- Cemetherpedict vnto me p by pour ladiſſhip bzef- 
A pother folke may knowe how noble is p autoz of 
this ware / and how moche we be boũde to hym 
fozit , The autoꝛ of the boke is Eralmus Botero⸗ 


——ů— 
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J. ij. damus / 


damus / whom my pꝛeyſes can no moze ennoble/ 
than p ſon with a candell map be made clerer. He 
is the man / to whom in lernyng no PUpnge man 
map hymſelfe cõpare: and nat only paſſeth them 
that be alyue / but alſo from the moſt part ot olde 
autozs hath beraft p pꝛite / and nat onely papnẽs 
and gentils but alſo Chziſten doctoꝛs. He is Þ ma 
that whan in his firſt dayes trouthe was far hyd 
in the depe vaynes ok the groñde / and moze ouer 
it was pꝛohibeted as a thyng beyng wozthy deth 
p no man ſhulde foz her enquere/he dyd nat ſuffre 
the wozlde to be conkoũded with ſuche a maruap⸗ 
lous darkenes / and eyther he hath digged vp ma 
nylßmes oktrouth / oz at the leſt he hath reſtozed 
vs free liber te to ſerche her. He is the man that to 
Fſaac map be compared / the whiche dygged vp 
the goodly ſpꝛyngyng welles /that the Philiſtiẽs 
diltroyed and with dyꝛte and donge ouerkyl. The 
clere (p2ynges of the holy ſcripture that Þ Phili⸗ 
ſtiens had lo troubled /ſo marred / and ſo defiled Þ 
no man coude dꝛynke oꝛ haue the true taſte of the 
water / they be nowe by his labour and diligence 
to their olde purenes and clerenes ſo reſtozed that 
no ſpot noꝛ erthly fylthe in them remapneth. and 
though p Phuliſtiẽs dyd all that they coude to dt; 
ſtourbe hym krom his holy purpoſe and p amõge 
the people by thereaſonof them / he was greatly 
hated and enuied / pet at the laſt as it chaũceth al 
way vnto them that with a bolde ſtomake i thep; 
good dedes do contynue / excellent vertue hath o⸗ 
uertome enuy. wWhan krõ this mã there can _ 
ou 


Erasmus, D. 
f ont nothyng but both is excedpng pfitable and * 


of euerp ſyde all perkect / me thynketh ỹᷣ this litell 

treatiſe beyng in cuery poynt as perfect as any oz 

ther be in p2ofit / nat only gyueth no place but alſo 

greatly pallcth ; foz where aloꝛe allthe warkes p 
he made were pꝛolitable but ſpecially to one kfde 
ok men / his Pꝛouerbes / his Rewe Teſtament / 
and many other treatiſes onely to lerned men / ol 
the boke ok p Jnſtructionof pꝛincis the moſt pꝛo⸗ 
fit redoũdeth to pꝛincis. This boke only with the 
boke called p knyfe oz wepõ of aChulte ſowdiour 
hath ſo far ſpꝛedde abꝛode his frutefull bzanches 
ð there is no man but great frute gether he may 
out ot᷑ it/excepte he that thynketh that it maketh 
no matter whether he be damned oꝛ ſaued. And 
as fo: the knyfe ofa Chꝛiſten ſowdiour whiche he 
nameth Enchuidion hit bꝛyngeth the man out of Þ 
way of victs and leadeth hym inthe way of ver⸗ 
tue and the path of ſaluacion, This lytell treatiſe 
of themercyof god teacheth a man to aſcribe no⸗ 
thyng to hym ſelle but al to gether to the mercy of 
of god ſeyng that the fre wyl it ſelfe that we be in 
dewed with all / is the fre gyfte of almyghty god / 
and except it were by hym made clerer it ſhuld be 
ſo darke with the ruſt of the oꝛiginal ſynne that Þ 
image ok vertue in it ſhulde neuer be faſt pꝛinted. 
And who ſo euer beynge entred in to ỹ kyngdome 
of god by baptyme doth aſcribe any thyng to his 
owne wyſedome / to his merites and to his deler⸗ 
uynges / and nat knoweledgeth euerp where his 
owne kebleneſſe truſtyng vpõ 1 grace d 2 

iy, ty o 
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cyof almyghb&od / it is to be dꝛade leſt foꝛ mercy 

that is euety where redy foz hym that calleth / he 

pꝛoue the ſoze and rigoꝛoule iuſtice of go » Nowe 
2 


let vs le whether it bemoze expedict toz a manes 
ſaluacion eyther by tuſtice to be feared from ſynne 
oꝛ by mercy to be intyced bothe to loue and to ver; 
tue. Juſtice with her ſoze thzetnynges copelleth 
a mi to flee vice and ingendꝛeth in hym a certayn 
bodly feare / that hit is an odious thyg vnto hym 
to compt ſynne nat foz the hate it ſelfe ot᷑ ſynne but 
fo: feare of punyſſhmẽt. Mercy contrary to it put⸗ 
tethe afoze a mannes face the vnſpekable loue of 
god to warde hym / the whyche lo loued hym p he 
dyd nat ſpare his onely ſonne foꝛ his ſake / the in; 
credible benefittes / the infinite deſpꝛe ok hys lal⸗ 
uacion / the cõtinual callyng vpon hym to bꝛyn 
hym to the euerlaſtyng blyſſe. Of p other ſyde ſhe 
ſheweth hym as if it were in a glaſſe / the weake- 
nes and keblenes of a man / the perilles that he is 
compalſled about with /the talamities /the miſery 
p wꝛetchednes that of euery ſyde do vtterly hym 
W2appe/and that in ſo many myſchiues there coz 
meth no {uccour but fro the mercy of god / do nat 
all theſe ingẽdze in hym a tertayne chudiſſhe loue 
to warde hig fatherthat he wyl perfourme his coz 
maundementes nat foꝛ feare ot punyſſhment noz 
foz loue of rewarde / but foz bicauſcit pleaſeth his 
molt louyng father! Ind that he accompted this 
a very great rewarde to do thethynge that dothe 
lpke ſuche a good father. And where as it is ſayd 
that the feare okour loꝛde is þ begynnyng yo 
me 


—C Erasmus, D. 
dome though the lame feare ſomwhat cöcerneth th 


the dꝛede of iuſtice/yet Jrekenthat it is nat to be 
taken fo2 that bondely feare p maketh vs to dꝛede 
p ſoꝛe punyſſhementes / but fo: that that maketh 
vs to loke about that we do nothyng that ſhulde 
„ diſpleaſe our moſt louyng father / ozels feare with 
out loue longeth to a cruell tyꝛant that careth nat 
to2 the peoples hatred ſo they teare hym / and nat 
to p molt mercyful loꝛde M kather of vs al / whole 
louetowarde mankynd nepther with mynde can 
be compꝛehended / noꝛ with wozdes any thyng ex⸗ 
pꝛeſſed. The whiche ſeynge that he loueth vs fo 
moche / and that al our helpe and ſuccour cõmeth 
from hym / let vs ſet al our truſt and confidence in 
hym / withdꝛwayng al our truſt and our hope krõ 
al moꝛtal thynges and frõ al moꝛtal mẽ. y we be 
in nede let vs cal vpõ hym / he is benigne /he is li⸗ 
beral / he gyueth gladlyer than other do take /i ſo 
p we make hym nat a negarde in al kyng of mall 
thynges # vnwoꝛthy ol hym to be gyuẽ. It we be 
in ſpne let vs call vpd his mercy being ſoꝛy and re 
pentant. han fo euer a ſynner is truly repentãt 
he fo2gyueth al maner ot ſynne. Here amonge mẽ 
they p do fo2gyue ſpne haue nat al an egal power: 
ſom caſes be relerued to p pope/xoł p popes hym 
ſeife power ſom do put a great dout: but god hym 
ſelfe is hep hath rule both in heuẽ a in erth / there 
is no dout p ok his autoꝛite ⁊ power can be made. 
Ik we deſire to come to theuerlaſtyng felicite and 
eſchewe the feareful peynes of hell / let vs beſeche 


his mercy to kepe vs fro ſunne /e gyue vs . 
0 


to fulfyl his wyl and his tõmandementes / and ſo 
done let vs put vs al holle to his pleaſure #mercp 
and let vs nat truſt vpon certayne vayne pꝛapers 
the whiche with moche erroꝛ be ſpꝛed amoge me? 
as though they had this vertu and power p who 
ſo euer mũbleth them vp ſhal exchewe eueriaſtßg 
puniſſhementis. O lubtue ſerpent /o diſteytful di⸗ 
uel howe various howe crafty be thyn imagina⸗ 
tiõg: bicauſe he ſeeth Þ froour ſimple and ſtedlaſt 
beleue he can nat bzynge vs away he goth about 
to bzinge vs into an odious ſuperſticiouſnes / and 
bicauſe he ſceth that that mã tan nat do amyſſe Þ 
vpon the mercy of god ſetteth his hole truſt / he ps 
ſuadeth rude and ignoꝛant foles to ſet theyz truſt 
vpon vayne thynges that they ſhuld ſct only vpõ 
god. Surely ſuche heis / and he wyll neuer ceaſe 
to let vs fro our iourney heuẽ ward / out of whiche 
place he was ouerthzowe . But the mo wiles and 
lubtiltes pᷣ he wozketh the moꝛe grace tſtrength 
god gyueth vs to withſtand hym. But it is tyme 
molt honoꝛable lady to lay by my rude and vneloz 
quẽt lãgage vᷣ ye may here Eraſin? ſpeke eloquẽt⸗ 
ly and in your owne mothers tonge very playnly 
the whiche ſo comendeth to theherers p vnmea⸗ 
ſurable and infinitemercyof god -Þ who ſo euer 
in his hart faſt pꝛinteth it he ſhal fynde out ofita 
maruclo? great frute both to know his owne mi⸗ 
ſery and ok god the infinite boũte / the whiche two 
thynges be moſt effectuous to directe bs tothe e⸗ 
uerlaſtynge felicite / that is Chꝛiſte Jeſus / the 


whiche pꝛeſerue your ladylſhyppe and all yours, {| 
I Þ E . | 
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: CAſerms6 of the excedyng great mercy 


of god made by Eralmus Ro⸗ 
terodamus. 


=); as mothe as J pour- 
pole this daye to ſpeke of the 
agreatnes of the mercies of our 
ode / Bzetherne and ſyſterne 
moſt welbeloued in Chuſt / wi⸗ 


CT chout whole helpe mans frelte 

and weakenes can nought do: 
let vs al to gether with a common pꝛapyer beſeche 
the mercy of the cõmon loꝛde ot vs al / ſo to moue 
the inſtrument ok my tonge / and ſo to ſtere and 
kendel your hartes / that as we ſhal depart hence 
thꝛough the mercy of our loꝛde moze plentiouſly 
endewed with heuenly grace: ſo euery mi to his 
neyghbourwarde moꝛe abũdantiy mowe vſethe 
warkes of mercy, Dome vleheretogretethe vir 
gin mother / J denye nat euery where moche ho 
nour ought to be gyuẽ her: but verily to our pur⸗ 
pole nowe me ſemeth moze expedient / if pe folowe 
me thus goyng befoze you. 

Jelus Chʒiſte the almyghty woꝛde ok the euer⸗ 
laſtyng father / that pmyſelt to be pꝛelent / where 
ſo euer two 02 the were aſſembled in thy name / 
thou ſeeſt howe many in thy name be here gethe⸗ 
red: Uouchelafetherfoze as pꝛomile is good loꝛd 
to be amonge this company / that they: hartes 
lyghted thzough grace ot 5ᷣ holy goſte / mowe vn 


derſtande moze fully the greatneſleof thy mercy: 
B wherby 


D. 


wherbp we al to gether may With a luſtier mynde 
both pelde to the thakes loz thy mercy that ſoofre 
hath ben to vs ſhewed / and that moꝛe deſpꝛoullp 
in al our necellities / mowe call theron foz helpe. 
And laſtely that we humble ſeruantes mape the 
mercy ot our loꝛde that on vs we haue largely pꝛo 
ued / to our power louyngly pꝛolecute on our felo⸗ 
wes lykewyſe ſeruantes. f 

Ik that after the Rhetoriciens pꝛeceptis euerp 
man molt buſp and attetiuely hereth thoſe thyn⸗ 
ges that he vnderſtandeth ſharpely touchẽ hym: 
It is nat ſyttyng that any of you ſhulde nodde oz 
llepe in this ſermon tyme / leyng that theſaluacto 
ok vs all egally reſteth in the mercy of our loꝛde. 
There is no man ſo yongeoz ſo olde / of lo lowe oꝛ 
lo high byꝛth / lo pooze oz ſo riche/ſo bode oz ſo fre/ 
ſo toũnpnge oꝛ ſo rude / ſo wycked oꝛ ſo iuſte / but 
bothe he hach oftẽ tymes pꝛoued the mercy ofour 
loꝛde / and nedeth p mercy of our loꝛde to all thyn⸗ 
ges that he rightouſly goth about. What matter 
moꝛe fauozable may be treated than thꝛough the 
mercy of god foz all folkes euerlaſtyng helth to be 
pꝛepared :? Of very right therkoze in this ſermon 
tyme / as many as be here pꝛeſent / ve ſhulde nat 
onely take hede / but allo be luſty and glad to here 
it: foʒ who ſo euer doth loue and fauer hym ſelke / 
muſt loue and fauer this ſermon. 


¶ Amonge the manyfolde puels that dꝛawe 
mankyndeto euerlaſtyng diſtruction / there be. ij. 
chiefe and pꝛincipall m : ot whom they 


ought ſpecially to be ware that loue vertue and 
goodnes 


goodnes / and deſy2etocome to the feloweſhyp of 


euerlaſt pg felicite. They be theſe-/To moche truſt 
on ones o done ſelfe / Diſpeyze . Theone tometh 


of apzeſumptuous mpnde agaynſt god / that the 
loueofones leite hath blynded: the other is engẽ⸗ 
ded one way of the great offences pondꝛed: an o⸗ 


ther wap / ok the rightous — — ok god ton⸗ 
ſydered withol : cy. Both 
thele are ſo peſtilent and curſed chat many doubt 
whicheof them is moze to beabozred : Foz what 
is greatter madnes 02moze to be wapled /thana 
reaſonable creature that is nothyng els but erth 
and aſſhes / that what ſo it is oꝛ mape do is fo it 
holly boũde to thãke god /to ryſe vp agaynſt hym 
of whom he was created / by whom he was rede- 
med / of whom by ſo many meanes heis called to 
the company ot euerlaſtyng lyfe: It is a poyntot᷑ 
bnkyndnes to let nought by hym of whom thou 
haſte reſteyued ſo many benifittes, It is a poynt 
of madnes to wyll to rebelle agaynſt hym p map 
diſtrope Þ with a beckyng. It is a poynt of wyc⸗ 
kednes nat to knowlege thy maker / nat to honoze 
thy father /nat to loue thy lauiour. Unhappy Lu 
ctfer was bolde to do that fyzſt / who aſcribyng to 
hym ſelfe that he frely of almyghty god reteyued 
layd in his harte: I wyl gette vp aboue in heuẽ / 
wyll exalte my ſeate aboue the ſterres of god / 
wyl ſyt vpon the hylle of teſtimony in the ſides 
of the Rozthwynde / 45 clymbe vp aboue the 
heyght of the cloudes / J wylbe lyke to almyghty 
god. Wolde to god that his vnhappy fall e 
ay at the 
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at theleſt fraye moztal creatures from folowynge 
ofhis vngracious cxample / if the wycked dede it 
ſelfe tan nat feare them. Truely if god ſpared nat 
pꝛoude pꝛeſumptuous angeis / but heedlyng caſt 
downe into hell / ozdeyned them ſtraytly boũde in 
chaynes to be kept tyll the day ok dome / what de⸗ 
ſerueth ma a ſely wozme / who as euẽ nowe were 
crept out ot the erth mult ſhoꝛtly returne to erthe 
agayne/is pꝛoude pꝛeſumptuous ⁊᷑ teſty agaynſt 
god: The moꝛe lowe and vile the condicion of ma 
is / the moe abominable is his pꝛelumpcion / de⸗ 
ſyzyngeto be egal with god. The ancient poetis 
feyned / There role a ſtryfe on a tyme amongethe 
goddis / that cõſtrapned Jupiter hym ſclfe to foz⸗ 
ſake heuen and fle into Egypt / and there in an o⸗ 
ther ſhap to hyde hym. But a karre moe myſche⸗ 
uous dede was that Þ gyantes went about / who 
confederateto gether ageynſt Jupiter / caſt hyls 
vpon hyls / that heuen conquered they myght ex⸗ 
pelle Jupiter thence. pe mowe wel laughe: theſe 
tales that pe here be nat goſpel: but pet 8̊ erudite 
olde tyme wolde ſignifieſomwhat vnder the coue 
ryng oktheſe fables / that lõgeth to the expzcſſyng 
ofmoztal folkes maners. Salmoncus was heed 
lyngthꝛowen downe in to helle-bicauſehecofitre; 

ed thoũder and lyghtnyng of Jupiter. Let it 
be but a fable: But howe many ſely moztall men 
haue ben / that in dede a ſeriouſly wolde haue he⸗ 
uenly honours to them done! Syd nat god turne 
that wold haue made hym ſelfe 


a god / into a bzute beaſt / that frõ a beaſt he ſhulde 
returne 


returne to a humapne ſhappe. Great Alexander 
wolde be take foz Jupiters ſõne/and ſuffred hym 
ſclfe at his table to be woꝛſhipped. Domitius Ce 
ſar in all his letters patentes q piſtils / and in his 
tõmunicacion wolde be called both god and loꝛde. 
Adꝛʒian oꝛdeined p Intinous ſhuld be wozſhipped 
as a god. Why reherce J all this / whan it was a 
ſolemne thynge amõge the Romayns / alter they 
Emperours were deꝑted this lyfe to makethem 
goddis! Some ok them alyue had godly honozs: 
whiche offred to accept is wycked madnes / to v⸗ 
ſurpe is lamentable blyndnes. pf autoziteof ſto⸗ 
ries beof no great weyght / let vs here what the 
apoſtle Paule to Theſlalonicens wꝛote of Rero / 
truly ſome interpꝛetate thus: And the creature of 
ſynne / ſayth he / were vncouered / the childe of pz 
diciõ / whiche is agaynſt al that is called god and 
that is wozſhypped / ſo that he ſytteth in the teple 
of god ſhewynge hym lelfe as thoughe he were a 
god. But ꝑauenture it ſhal ſeme no maruaple- if 
they oxen / apes / dogges / and thynges mote vile / 
dõme ſtones and wodde wozſhypped foꝛ goddes/ 
wolde haue them ſelfe taken foz goddes / as karre 
moꝛe excellent than theſe thynges that the people 


honozed as goddis. In the actis of theapoſties - - 


er was but one =_ whole 
honoꝛ no man coude be partener ſuffred 5 people 


to crye to hym in his ſermõ: This is the voyce ot 
god nat ot a man: Shoztly after he was itryken 
by the angel ol god that reuenged that iniurp / he 
the miſerable god dyed of the lowſp puell: than 
B. ii.. whiche 
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whiche no diſeale is moze foule ſtyntzyng a peyn⸗ 
full, I wolde to god there were none amoge chꝛi⸗ 
ſtiens / that folowed p wyckednes of Lucifer / 
map nat ſay paſſe it. What: Loke ye that I ſhuld 
open ſomwhat ok lecrete cõteſſions: what nede it / 
whan in ſome coũtres in the market place / in the 
churches/ at dyner / louper / in playeng and ſpo2/ 
tyng we here al about they ſoꝛlwere them ſelfe by 
the honozable name of god: this that I ſayets a 
lyght thyng: we here the name ot god denyed/ p 
holy nameok Chuſte with many vile wo2des bla- 
med / the foze kynger byttẽ god thꝛetned / Þ thome 
put betwenethe fozmeſt and myddel fynger / that 
is done agaynſt god fountayne ok al glozy/that az 
gaynſtan infamous pſon fo2 repꝛoche and ſhame 
is wont to be done. Be there none amonge Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtiens Af they map be talled Chꝛiſtiẽs / who foꝛ ri⸗ 
thes yp they ſhoꝛtly mult foꝛgo/oꝛ foule bodily plea 
ſure-02 fo2 tranſitozy honours they owne pzince 
fozſaken/ make a wycked compoſicion with theyz 
foo Satanas: the wozdes cõcepued / atones they 
foz\were what ſo euer confederacion was made 
with Chꝛiſte / offeryng to helle part of they: body 
as the kyꝛſt frute / to Þ pꝛinte wherof they bowen 
Holly they: ſoule? Theſethynges ſpyed out we ſe 
dayly puniſſhed by open execution. What thynge 
lyke dyd Lucifer: foz hym the ſon of god dyed nat: 
and pet was nat he ſo hardy to blaſpheme god:he 
alonly deſpꝛed egal honoz, That vnhappy counz 
tre/wherin ſomtyme were. v. mighty cites-uowe 
a peſtilent and a habominable lake / foz the ſwete 


waters 
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rible example wherof tha euer remapne in remẽ⸗ 
bꝛante to them that come after: had the enhaby⸗ 
tantes vtterly gyuen to ryot and lecherp: but yet 
we rede nat that any ok them was ſo wyckedthat 
he wolde blaſpheme god / curſe and thꝛeten hym: 
And pet they al were diſtroped by rapne ng 
with bzymltone, D thyng hoxrible-there be foũd 
amoge Chziſten people that dare do that Lucifer 
durſt nat / that Gomoꝛra durſt nat: who to ſo ma⸗ 
ny abominable dedes ioyne allo blaſphemynge. 

I ſe pou molt dere bꝛetherne trẽble at reherſpnge 
of theſeth ges: and no maruayle: I my ſclfe al⸗ 
ſo reherſpng them qupuer and ſhake both body & 
ſoule. Nethelclle we purpoſe nat onely in this ſer 
mon to declare howe great a ſynne dilpepꝛe ok foꝛ⸗ 
gyuenes is / but allo to ſhew how excedyng great 
the mercp ok god is / the pꝛayſe wherof we haue 
this day entrepziled / whiche allo ſuffereth ſuche 
folkes and gyueth them ſpace to repent # amẽde. 
And pauenture we ſtande in our owne concept bi⸗ 
cauſe amonge vs the examples of crimes 5 Jre⸗ 
herſed nowe / be leldome ſeen: But what matter 
maketh it /it the tonge ſoũdeth no blaſphemyng / 
whan of many p hollelyfe ſpeketh no other thyng 
but blaſphemyng agaynſt god: The glouttõs fo 
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and w2oge gape to hepe riches to gether / who by 
murther/treaſon/popſonnyng / enchatyng ſtalke 
vp to honoꝛs / who by tyꝛãny oppꝛeſſe poꝛe people 
who to haue al thyng to they? W p U 
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woude to warre: No2 pſeuerpng in they? yl dedes 
they haue no ſhameo2 repentice/ but w a ſhame; ' 


les coũtenance like acomon woman / reioyce pe in 
thynges moſt myſchtefful / koꝛnyng #mockyng 
good lyuers , Do nat theſe caytiues by Þ dedes 
ay : There is no god / goddis beheſtis ben kalle / 
p thꝛetnynges of god be vayne/ the wo2de of god 
is a lye / peldyng the ioyes of heuen to them that 
moutne here /that thꝛyſt and hũgre Juſtice/that 
be meke / that ſuffre ꝑlecucion / that fo2 tuſtice ben 
with vile woꝛdes rebuked: What may be moꝛe a⸗ 
bominable than this blafphempng- And pet it a⸗ 
ny thyng may be woꝛſe than that whiche is molt 
wozſt / diſpey2e is woꝛſe than the holle ſtynkynge 
multitude of other ſynnes. The wycked man ſe⸗ 
yng he myght do vnpunyſſhed what thynge he 
wolde/pꝛoude ok his pꝛoſperite ſayd in his harte: 
There is no god / and ther is no knowlege aboue / 


| is cruel 
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| | hym a lper. He pꝛo⸗ 
myled by the pꝛophet / p he wolde — clene 
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| foꝛget al maner ſpnnes/ aſſoone as the ſpnner be; 


wapleth them. Contrary wyſe / they that tolowe 
Caime ſay: Mp ſynne is greatter than p I map 
deſerue io2gyueneſle , what ſayſte thou wycked 
wicetchez If god ouercome with the greatnes of 
thy ſynne may nat fozgpue the / thou pluckeſt fro 
hym his power almyghty :1f he wylnat do that 
he may / he is a lyer and falſe / p wyll nat pfozme 
that he ſo many tymes pꝛomiſed by p pꝛophettes 
mouthes. It is infinite / what lo euer is in god. 
The ſpecial th ges are ĩ hym / moſt high power / 
moſt high wyledome / moſt high goodnes. And al 
be itthat power is wont to be aſcribed top father 
as his pꝛopꝛe/wylt dome to the ſonne / goodnes to 
the holy goſte: pet there is none oktheſe thynges / 
but to al the pfoncs it is egally cõmon. His hygh 
power he ſhewed / whan he created theſe maruey⸗ 
lous watkis of the wozlde only with a becke/of p 
whiche there is no part but it is ful ot miracle/ pe 
the very pilmers and ſpiders crpe out ſhewynge 
the great power of theyz maker, Igayne whi ye 
deuyded the wawes of the red fee: whan reſtrap⸗ 
nyng the ſtreame of Joꝛdane / he made the ryucr 
paſſable foꝛ a fote man: whilom Joſue fightyng / 
he made the ſonne and moone ſtynte they? courle: 
Whan wich touchyng he healedlepers: wa woꝛd 
rcyſed decd men to lyfe / he ſhewed hym ſelfe lozde 
of nature. And whilom thole thynges / whiche he 
by his power that can nat be declared hath made 
with egal wyſedome cõſerueth and gouerneth/he 
ſheweth Hf ſelfe to be no leſſe wyſe thã almyghty. 
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Albett that his goodnes euery Where ſhyneth / as 
that ſame creaciõ ot angels and this woꝛlde was 
a poynt of high goodnes / whan he to high kelicite 
that he had ok hym ſelfe / lacked nothyng p might 
be added / yet he made makynde pꝛopꝛely to then/ 
tent / that therin ſpectally he myght expꝛeſſe the 
greatnes ok his goodnes and mercy / oz in that be 
halte god to vs wolde nat al only be moze louyng / 
but allo moze maruelous. They ſometyme mar⸗ 
uaple at a kynges power and might / that hate oz 
haue enup at hym. Farther gẽtylnes and libera⸗ 
lite is loued / yea of them that haue no nede / that 
is to ſay/th2ough cõſyderacion of humapn chaͤce: 
wherby it may hap any what euer he be / to haue 
nede. But there is no man / oz hath ben / oz ſhalbe 

but pᷣ he nedeth the mercp ol god. Whan / as wit⸗ 
neſſeth theoldeteſtament / neyther the ſterres be 
 clereinÞſyght of god and in his angels he ſoũde 
wyckednes. And Paule cryeth ta the Komapns: 
(There is no diſtinction / all haue ſpnned / and ne⸗ 
den the gloꝛy of god / that euery mouthe maye be 
ſtopped / and let al the wozlde be made lubiecte to 

od. Nowe let vs here howe wel w hym agreeth 

myſtical ſynger / who with a luſtp ſpirite exhoꝛ⸗ 
teth all good folkes / that with a ſpirituall harpe / 
with a ſautry ot.x.ſtringes/with a newe ſonge/ x 
with great ſhouttyng they ſhulde celebzate vᷣ glo⸗ 
ry ot god /ſayeng: Our loꝛde loueth mercy and iu 
gement / of our loꝛdes mercp al the erthe is full, 
Ones oniy is made mencionof iugemẽt / but mer 
ty is twyle reherſed with this cõmendacion / that 


therok 


therof p ertheis full, Impght boldely adde this 
ſtayenge me by theautouteof Job and p apoſtie? 
That nat only p erthe is ful ot᷑ dur loꝛdes mercy / 
but alſo heuen and helle. What ſyngeth the. xxx v. 
plalme; O loꝛde thy mercy is in heuen / and thy 
; trouth is euen to thecloudes, They in helle pcey/ 
ued the mercy okour loꝛde / whan p gates of dar⸗ 
kzenes bꝛoken / Hebzoughtout the puloners in to 
the heuenly kyngdome. Ik one wolde conſydze p 
warkes of god / whiche atter the myſticall dilcul⸗ 
ſyng ol Moyſes he made pfct in Þ fyꝛſt.vj.dapes/ 
he ſhulde greatly maruaple at his power and in⸗ 
effable wyſedome / ye and to crye out inthe voyce 
of al the churche: pien ſunt celi et terra. c «(The he⸗ 
uens and erth be ful ok thy glozy. Noz he ne coude 
abſtepnehymſclfc but bꝛaſt out inthehßneokthe 
thꝛe childzen: Benedic ite omnia opera dm. ac. Bleſſe pe 
al the warkes of our loꝛde / pꝛeyſe and leapevp foz 
ioy in hym euermoze. What fo euer is created in vᷣ 
heuens / what ſo euer aboue the heuẽs / what ſo e⸗ 
uer in erthe / what ſo euer vnder the erth / what ſo 
euer in the water / what lo euer in the ayze / with 
voyce ꝑpetual opely declareth Þ glozy of our lozd, 
But what ſayth the pſalme.Cxluy , Dur loꝛde is 
pitcous aud merciful pacient-+moche mercytull. 
Murlozde1ts\wetetoaland his mercytull pitees 
paſlen all his warkes , Therfoze ſom thyng there 
is moꝛe maruelous than to haue made the heuẽs 
with lo many bꝛyght ſterres / to haue created the 
erthe with ſo many kyndes of beaſtis / of trees /d 
variablenes of al thynges / to haue created ſo mas 


C.ij. ny 


ny copanyesSofangelical myndes , Who wolde be 


ſo hardy to affyʒme it/ercept Þ ꝓphet ſayd playn⸗ 
ly / that the merciful pitees of our lozde paſſed the 


gloꝛy ot᷑ al his other warkes:! And yet he ſhall nat 
dout it to be true / who lo euer with a religious cu 
rioſite wyl coſidze howemochemoze maruclouſly 

heredemed thancreated man. Js it nat moꝛe wo 


derful god to be made man / than the angels to be 
created ot god? Js it nat moze maruaile that god 
wꝛapped in a babis clothes ſhuld wayle and crye 
than to reigne inthe heuens that he made: Here 
alonly the angels / as thynge ok greatteſt balſhe⸗ 
ment / ſynge glozy to god in the moſt high heuẽly 
mãſions. They ſe the lowlyeſt humilite / knowe 
the moſt excellent highnes . Al the coũlayle of re⸗ 
demynge mankpnde/ Chziſtis lyfe / Chꝛiſtis tea⸗ 
chyng / Chziſtis miracles /afflictiõ/crucifieng/re⸗ 
lurrection / aperpng / aſtencion /the lendyng okthe 
holy goſte / by a fewe ſely poꝛe idiote men ennewed 
the wozlde: this counſayle J ſay / is it nat of eue⸗ 
ry ſpde full of miracles / yea that the very angels 
cun nat ſerche out:? wycked ſpirites ſe and vnder⸗ 
ſtande the realon ofthe woꝛldis creation / but the 
coſayle of wozldis reſtozyng was frd them hyd. 
and in this poynt craftediſceyued crafte-the craft 
of mercy begpled the crafte of malice. The woꝛld 
created was the warke ol puiſlance / the woꝛlde ſo 


reſtoꝛed was the warke of mercy. Thendis ofthe 


croſſe ſapthe Abacuc/ in his handes / there is the 


ſtrengthe hyd. what is moꝛe vile than the croſle⸗ 
What is weaker than p crucified? Yet vnder that 
Wweakenes 


weakenes cxcedynge power of diuine mercy layt 
hyd / that bzake-ouercame- and clene diſtroyed al 
thetyranny of the deuyl , The ſame pꝛoket whan 
he had eares erudite / whan he had cies very clere 
by fayth / he herde the holle frame of p woꝛlde on 
euery part ſhewe the great myght ol god / and he 
was afrapde: he cõſydered his warkes and was 
amaſed, And yet as though in al theſe thynges þ 
great might of god was nat playn nough- be ad 
ded that ſhuld ouercome al theſe varkes . Jnthe 
myddes of two beaſts thou ſhul be knowen. In 
the meare of Þ olde and newe teſtament made mã 
heopened playnely that moſt baſſheful miracle ot 
his mercy, Undouted it is that the pꝛophet ſoone 
after addeth ; whan thou woldeſt be angry / thou 
ſhuld remẽbꝛe thy mercy. Of them that do thyn⸗ 
ges wonderkul / we be wont to lap: Inthoſe heo⸗ 
uercame al /i this he ouercame hym ſclfe. Of god 
may welbe ſayd ſome thyng like: In al his dedes 
god is incomparable / and can nat be folowed / In 
mercy he excedeth hymſlclte, Holy ſcripture ertol⸗ 
leth no vertue fo moche in god as mercy / whiche 
ſomtyme calleth hit great / ſomtyme ouermoche / 
and ſomtyme augmenteth the plentiful abũdãce 
therof by nom bꝛe ok multitude. Kyng Dauid the 
pꝛophet in the lame place coplecteth 5 largeneſſe 
and multitude of diuine merty: @iſerere mei deus 
ſecundum. cc. O god take pite ou me alter thy great 
mercy / and after the multitude ol thy mercies do 
away my wyckednes. wher is great milery/ ther 
is nede of great mercy. Ik ye * how *. 
ij. the 
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the ſynneof Dauid was / yeknowethelargencſſe 
of mercy 2: It yccaſte howe many maner wylehe 
offeded in one treſpas / yemowe ſe the multitude 
of his mertyes. In excedyng great offece is neuer 
tõmptted alone /a fauted2aweth a faute / as in a 
chayne one lynke an other. Fyzſte he iopned to ge; 
ther two molt deedly ſynnes / manſlaughter and 
aduoutry : Eche ot them was right greuous np 
kyng / whoſe office is to punyſſhe other that ſo ol⸗ 
fenden. Truly the moze vnpunylſhed pꝛyncis do 
amyſſeamoge men / p moze they offende god. Ye 
bare aſwerdeto punyſſhe manſlaughter / and he 
hymſelfcõmytteth mãſlaughter. By hym womẽ 
taken in aduoutry were dolpuered to be ſtoned to 
dethe / and he hymſelfe compellcth to aduoutry. 
That aduoutry alſo he pꝛopꝛely augmeted / that 
whã he had many wyues and cocubins at home / 
yet nat fo nede but foz watones coueted an other 
mines wyle: p in rauiſſhyng rather than ſimple 
foznicacion he wolde ſeme delyte. Noz he fozſothe 
fauteth nat ſo moche / p conſtrayned by nede ſtea⸗ 
leth ſomwhat from the riche mã / as he that hath 
his houſe plẽtifully ſtuffed / taketh his gowne fro 
hym that hath no mo to his backe. This cruel of⸗ 
fence Nathan p pꝛophet obiect agaynſt hym vn⸗ 
der the parabol of the riche theke and poze mã rob 
bed. Farther no kynde of manſlaughter is moze 
cruel/thã that nat by chance oz ſodapne mouyng 
of mynde / but by adzyfte befozed2yuen/waytyng 
conuentent tyme / is cõmytted. Urias nothynge 
had deſerued / thekyng knewe hym „ 
e 
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he abuſed the ſame truſtynes of the mã to his dt/ 
ſtructiõ. Ye wold ĩ no wyſe entre within his owne 
howſe to lye with his wyfe / bycauſe the Arke ol 
god was lyeng in the tentis / and Joab capitayne 
ofthe warre with the people flept vp6 the groũd / 
and al that great wozthines ofthe man coude nat 
turnethe kynges mynde fromthe iuel dede. The 
moꝛowe after he had hym to lupper c made hym 
dꝛõke ſekyng occaſid to diltrye hym/ikhe thꝛough 
dꝛonkenes ſhuld hap to ſpeke ought vndiſcretely. 
and Urias dꝛöke wold i no wyſe com in his houſe 
loꝛ to cõpany with his wyfe. Another gyle was 
added / wherby the woꝛthy and truſty warriour 
muſte periſſhe. A lettre ot murther to hym ſuſpe⸗ 
ctyng no luche thyng was delpuered: foꝛ p kynge 
knewe his feythfulnes lo perfecte- that he had no 
dout he wold open and rede hit. In the offence of 


manſlaughter he made Joab p̊ capitapne culpaz 


ble / like as he had Berſabte of aduoutry. And U- 


rias periſſhed nat alone but to couer p gyle / ma: 
ny were bꝛought in tothe lame daunger: a great 
nombꝛe ot people was ſet in the open ſhot of they: . 
ennemies / to thende one innocẽt mought be kyld / 


to gyue place to the kynges foule bodily pleaſure. 


Therkoꝛe howe great offeces are in one ſynne: If 


it had ben one only ſynne and excedynge great / it 
neded great mercy. Howe Dauid ſepnge his ſyn 
ſo manpkolde and dulerle/ he calleth on the multi⸗ 
tude of mercyes. But howe largely the mercy ot 
god is opened /d · xxx b pſalme detlareth / ſapeng: 
O good loꝛdethou ſhalt ſaue mẽ and beaſtis/ ** 


as thou haſte multiplied thy mercy. God ſaueth 
nat only men / but alſo he voucheſaketh foz menes 
bchofe to ſaue beaſtes , Agapne eis where Howe 
reioyceth the pꝛophettis ſpirite / whan he ſayth: 
J wylſynge the mercies of god perpetually. and 
therkoze in the heuens p mercy ofgod is wozlhipt 
# honoꝛed/lpke as ſayth an other pſalme: Knows 
lege yourſelfe to god bicauſe he is good /bicauſe 
mercy is ĩ al woʒldes. It ſemed to haue had ende 
of pꝛeyſyng merty of god/atter p ende of al wꝛet 
chednes came / except the fame felicite that good 
folkes haue in heuen werethe gykt of merty / and 
the punyſſhemet of the wycked were nat tẽpered 
with ÿ merty of god. But what ſhul we ſay / wha 
al the lyfe with a thouſande iuels and al the ſtyn⸗ 
kyng ſee ok vices is coʒꝛrupted: Truly we muſt cry 
with Aſaph: O loꝛde remẽ bꝛe nat our olde iniqui⸗ 
tees / but let thy mercy pꝛeuẽt vs quickely / fo2 we 
be made ouer poze. Agapne ĩ an other place: a⸗ 
ny be thy mercies loꝛde / after thy pleaſant ſpeche 
quicken me. Agayne in an other place Dauid/ as 
complaynyng with god cryeth: where be thy old 
mercies good loꝛde. Agayne in the pſalme. C vj. 
Let the mercies of our loꝛde be cõfeſſed/e his mar 
uaylcs of che ſons of men: Whiche verſe as entre 
Iyned is oft repeted ĩ p ſame pſalme- In ð pſalme 
allo that goeth next befoꝛe: And he gaue vs vnto 
his mercies in the ſyght of al that toke them He 
fayd mertyes / bicauſe he had reherſed many wic⸗ 
ked dedes / with whiche he pꝛouoked the anger ol 
god. Ind Dauid on al partis oppꝛeſſed my 4 
apth: 


| ſayth 2 It is better that J fallinthehides of our 
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loꝛde / foz manitolde are his merties / than into þ 
handes of men. Often tymes as in one offence 
are many ſynnes / ſo likewiſe in one mercy many 
mercies are coteyned, Ones he redemed mãkðd / 
but herin howe manytold are p mercies: whiche 
Elaias beholdyng with the eie ol faythe / ſpeketh 
thus in the pſoneof god pꝛomyſynge the lauiour 
Jeſus: Ind J wyll make with you a couenant ez 
ucrlaſtyng-thetaythful mercics of Dauid. In a 
like figure god beyng apeaſed ſpeketh in the pꝛo⸗ 
phet Jeromie: And J wyl gyue pou mercies/and 
{hal haue pite vpon you. 3.02 many greuyng yls/ 
many mercies are pzomyſed , Likewiſe after ma⸗ 
ny afflictions-god r ecõciled to his people ſpeketh 
thus in the pꝛophet zacarie: Keuercar ad Hieruſalem 
in miſeticoꝛduis. c. I wyll returne to Hieruſalem in 
mercies / and my houſe ſhalbe buylded. But why 
reherſe we thoſethynges out of bokes of the olde 
teſtament / in whiche lo oft tymes p nameokmer⸗ 
ties is encõtred And ſom heritikes beleue p ſame 
lawe pꝛocedeth of a iuſte ⁊ nat ofa good god / whã 
it ſouncth welnere nothyng els than the mercies 
of our loꝛd. Bow les is it to be maxueled/if Paule 
thapoſtle inthe.ij.piſtil to the Theſſal.accoꝛdyng 
to p pꝛophettis woꝛdes wꝛiteth in this wile: Be⸗ 
nedictus deus et pater. c. Blelled be god and father of 
our lozde Jeſu Chziſte / father of mercies / c loꝛde 
of al cũſolacion/who comfo:teth vs in al our tribu 
lacid. The apoſtle tomwhat addeth to mercy: fo2 
it is a poynt ot mercy topdoneoffcnce done: here / 

ſer. 07 Er, D whiche 


whiche is mochemoze /godof a reuẽger is made 
a cofoztcr , Theſe thynges we haue repeted okthe 
holy ſcripture/to thentent that we by that figure 
of ſpekyng myght vnderſtande the ſignified exce⸗ 
dyng and vnſpekable mercy of god tawarde eue⸗ 
ry body and in all yls , The ſame is ſhewed by an 
other figure / Whiche eyther is Anadiploſis / that in 
latin one may call Cõduplicatia / oʒels nereſt to Ana⸗ 
dipfoſis. koʒ as the Hebꝛewes call that good good/ 
that they reken to be ercedyng good / and yll vll / ß 
is excedyng yl: ſo likewile in holy ſcripture god is 
ofte called piteful and merciful / foʒ the excedynge 
greatnes ot his mercy , So pe rede in the plalme 
Cxliiij. Our loꝛde is piteful and merciful: and as 
though that alſo were a mal thynge / he addeth: 
Pacient and mochemerciful. Agayne in an other 
plalme: The pitetul x mercifull loꝛde hath made 
remẽ bꝛãce of his marueyles, Likewiſe in Johel: 
Bente pour hartes and nat vour clothes / fo our 
lozde god is piteful and merettul / and ſoꝛowynge 
fo2 malices. Ind in the prophet Jeremie: Ther⸗ 
koze my bowelles haue ben trowbled vpon hym / 
I piteynge ſhall haue mercy on them ſaythe our 
loʒd. What is pit eyug to haue mercy / but to haue 
mercy out u meaſure? To this poynt ꝑteyneth / 
that ſich it is excedyng / what ſo euer is in god: pet 
that amonge men ſowneth vnto vice / holy wzitte 
ſemeth to aſcribe vnto hym certayne ouermoche 
and vnmoderate mercy. Þ wolde pour goodneſſe 
ſhulde ſo take this ſayeng / as ꝑlwaded nothpng 
to be in god that ſowneth to any vice / ſhuld . 

ande 
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ſtande that vnder figure the holy ſcripture ſub⸗ 
myttyng ux ſeite to maͤnes ꝑptcepuyng / ſignifieth a 
maruelous an incredible exceſſe of diuine mercy. 
dwWhiche thyng that J may mozeplaynely ſpeke/ 
and pe moze pfectly pceyue / conſidze this in pour 
mynde, ¶ Ita kyng on a mãſleer ſhuld ſtabliſſhe 
rigoꝛous la weg / manſlaughter ones compttedof 
hym ꝑdoned / may hap ſhuld be aſcribed to his cle 
mencp. But it he ꝑdoned hym that. x. tymes and 
moze had done that miſcheuous dede / wold nat e⸗ 
uery body crye out: The kynges clemecy1s ouers 
moche/that ouerthzoweth p ſtreugth ot v lawes. 
and pzouoketh-Þlewdeto-dowyckedly fo: lacke of 
punyſhcmet?z Allo a father that ones 02 twyſe foʒ⸗ 
gyueth his fon foꝛ ſpendyng his money lewdly az 
wape / may hap ſhalbe called caſy and mylde Jf 
the ſame father olten tymes gyue hym money /ſo 
lewdeiy waſtyng it / wyll nat cuery body ſaye: He 
is to eaſp /and by his Hyndnes marreth his {onz 
And moche moꝛe right fully it might be lapd / ik he 
ſo dyd to his ſeruant. Moꝛe ouer / ifan huſ bande 
toke in woꝛthe his wyfe ones taken in aduoutry / 
without dout eucry body wold marueple to fpade 
ſo hynde an hul bande. But ik he the womã ſoone | 
alter bzekyng her wedlocke / and takẽ thaduoutry | 
| 
| 


nowe with one nowe w another / toke her tohym 
agayne/ wold nat al p people ſay he were a ſtarke 
fole / oꝛels his wyues vaude: But god that is out 
kyng / our father / our loꝛde / our ſpoule / excepteth 
no kynde of ſpnne / he pꝛeſcribeth no nöͤbze ot ſyn⸗ 
nyng /as oft as we anꝛẽde he relealeth our peyne: 
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whiche his euerlaſtyng lawe thꝛetneth/he vs re; 
ceyueth into his houſhold / he leadeth vs in to the 
chãbꝛe of his charite / and nat only receyueth vs / 
but alſo foꝛgyueth al our offences. the ſhepe that 
was loſt he on his ſhulders carieth home to cote 
agapne / he ſtereth the congregacion ot holy folke 
to retoyce together /he meteth the riottous childe 
returnyng home kr far contrep / he offereth hym 
afayze gowne and a rynge/he cõmandeth to kylle 
a goodly calfe. what thyng els ſignitieth althis / 
than vnmoderate # ouermoche (i Imap ſo lay) 
mercy ot god: Now it wold ſeme leſſe marueple / 
ika man foꝛgyue a man offendyng / that alſo hym 
ſelfe otherwhile offendeth likewile oꝛ may offede: 
ik a kynge ꝑdone hym / p ſomtyme dyd hym good 
pꝛofitable ſeruice:oꝛ it the father foꝛgyue his ſon 
whole conuerſacion he feleth eaſeth his olde age: 


ik p maiſter foꝛgyue his leruant / by whole labour 


he partly lyueth: it Þ hul bande foꝛgyue his wyfe 
taken in auoutrie / with whom otherwhuͤr helea⸗ 
deth his like pleaſantly. Amõge men ſomtyme he 


that ꝑdoneth dꝛedeth hym that he fozgyueth-x0/ 
ther while can nat auenge hym ſelfe / ik he wolde. 


But god that hath nede ol no mã/that may with 
a becke / ik he wolde diſtroye / lo often tymes of vs 
deſpiled / fazſaken / denyed: ſuffreth / callethæecei⸗ 


Ueth / and ẽbzaceth vs. As no loue is moꝛe ferucẽt 


than betwene man and wyfe / noz ſtrayter cõioyn⸗ 
nyng: ſolikewyſeno anger is harder to aſlwage / 
thã that ryſeth by bzekyng of wedlocke. And pet 
here what our hynde loꝛde ſaythe by the 1 et 
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Elatas to his ſpouſe an auautrice-defiled with fo 
many auoutries: It is commonly ſayd-ifa man 
foꝛſake his wyke / and ſhe departed fro hym wed⸗ 
deth an other ma / ſhal he returne to her animoꝛe⸗ 
Shal nat y womã be poluted and defiled ! Truly 
thou cõmptteſt foꝛnicaciõ with many louers /and 
yet returue to me ſayth our lozde- # Þ wyl receiue 
the. Amaried man his wyke / whom he pauẽture 
foꝛ a ſmall faute oꝛ cauſe foʒſoke / receyueth nat a; 
gayne / it ſhe after the deuozce wed an other man. 
Fo2 certayne wedlockes loue ne can nat ſuffre an 
other ma copany with his wyfe. But yet god his 
ſpouſe /foꝛ whom he ſuffred deth / whiche koꝛ hym 
ſclfe with his blod he purified / ſo ofte wylfully rũ⸗ 
nyng away / and abandonyng her body to ſo ma⸗ 
ny vnclene wyghtis / dildayneth nat returnynge 
agayne, And no marueple is Af he haue ouermo⸗ 
che mercy / that hath ouermoche charite towarde 
vs. Paule baſſheth nat to wꝛite this tothe Ephe 
ſiens: We were by nature p childze ok anger / like 
as the other: but god ỹ is riche in mercy / foz his 


ouermoche charite-that he loued vs with / x wha. 
we were deed in lyunes / quickened bs al together 


in Chuſte. Johan in his goſpell exp2eſſethe mo2e 
playnly p ouermochechariteof Þ father towarde 
vs. God layth he/loued ſo the woꝛzlde / he wolde 
gyue his only begotten ſon / that who ſo euer bele 
ueth i hym ſhul nat periſſhe / but haue euerlaſtßg 
lyfe, with whom tunably agreeth Paule wꝛitßg 
to the Romapns: Who alſo ſpared nat his pꝛopꝛe 
ſon / but foz vs all delyuered hym: howe gaue he 

D. iii. nat vs 


nat vs althynges with hym : Ik this great cha⸗ 
rite/this ſo great mercy / chuld be conkerred to all 
humayn charite ⁊ mercy / it to our merites / wold 
it nat well ſeme vnmoderate;? But hit certapnely 
ſhal appere mocht moꝛt veritable / if we conſpdze 
what he is that ſo loueth vs / lo ſheweth his mer⸗ 
ty on vs / what we be Þ god voucheſafeth ſo great 
honoz . Let eche loke on en alter the name 
in baptilme gyuen / afte fozſwoꝛne w 
his pompis/ howeofte a fozlaker of theſacramet 
he peldeth hym tothennemp of his ſpoule / howe 
oft after abſoluciõ ofhis ſynnes receued of p pꝛeſt 
he ſlydeth into moze greuoug offences / ye how oft 
p ſame dap he falleth into them / that he abozred⸗ 
Let no body moſte dere bzetherne diſlemble with 
hym ſclfe who fo euer ſtealeth oʒ comitteth auou 
try / who lo euer t᷑uieth oʒ i klandꝛeth his bzother/ 
who lo euer coucteth woꝛldly honozs / leaueth his 
ſpouſe Chʒiſt/turneth away from his father loz⸗ 
ſaketh his kyng / fleeth far from his lozde. But ꝑ⸗ 
auenture we ſhall haue a lytel after a moꝛe cõmo⸗ 
dious place to ſpeke ot theſethynges, | 
Nowe that pe moze playnly mowe vnderſtand/ 
how largely the excedyng mercy of god ſpꝛedethe 
Ye ought to knowe 5ᷣ in holy wꝛitte the cltapynge 
of mercy ſomtyme lignifieth liberalite / ſomtyme 
grace pꝛeuẽtyng/ſomtyme auiſpng/ othcrwhyle 
comfoztyng/agapne cls where curyng / but very 
oftẽ foꝛgyuyng / oꝛels alſo punyſhyng. Foz ſurety 
alter my mynde / whiche our lozde fayth in Luke? 
Be merciful /lyke as your father is merciful : hit 


ptcyneth 


a v WL ew er hh, tt EQ Q ww vt = wn (mw 


. 


„ 


ptepneth 


ſpectally to liberalite. Foz pfect liberalts 

te is / i one do good to his ennemyes, Mattheus 
ſayth it moze plapnly in a lyke ſayengof our loꝛd: 
Be pe ſayth he / pfect / like as pour father celeſtial 
is pkect;that maketh his ſon to ſhyne on good and 
vll / and ſendeth rayne to iuſte and vniuſte. Truly 
{ith we haue nothyng / that we ne reſtepued frelp 
of god / what euer we may 02 be / what ſo euer we 
haue/hit is the mercp ot god. Yea that he the an⸗ 
gels / that hethis woꝛlde created / is the merty of 
god. If foz hym ſelte he ſhulde haue created it / Þ 
power oʒ wyledomemyght be pꝛeyſed: Now ſith 
he al theſe thynges foz vs hath wzought / knowe 
nat we p excedpg great mercy of god: Foz whom 
mouen the celeſtial bodies aboue: Foz whom ſhy⸗ 
neth the ſonne by day / the moone and p ſterres by 
nyght / but foꝛ ma? Foz whole pꝛofit were al theſe 
thynges wꝛought / whã they were nothyng?z Foz 
whom make the hangyng cloudes ſhadowe / and 
moyſt the feldes? Foz whom bloweth the wpnde? 
Foz whom rne the ryuers / the welles ſpꝛynge / 
the ſee ebbe and ſtowe / the pondis ſtãde ſtyll? Foz 
whom engendꝛeth the pletiful erthe ſo many bea⸗ 
ſtis / and bꝛyngeth foꝛthe lo moche riches / but fox 
man: Certaynly euery thyng he ſubdued to ma ⸗ 
he wylled man only to be ſubiect to hym: lyke as 
wytneſleth Paule wꝛit yng to the Cozinthies , Al 
thynges be pours / but pe beot Chꝝiſte /c Chziſte 
is of god. And that Moyſes in Geneſis ſheweth / 
the. viij.plalme repeteth / marueilyng at Þ good⸗ 
nes of god / whook his mercy hath to man oy 
o ma 
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fo many benikittes. What ſayth he / is man / that 
thou art myndful of hym / oꝛ Þ ſon ok mi - bicauſe 
thou viſetelt hym? Thou halt mymiſſhed hym ly⸗ 
tel krom angels with glozy and honoz thou haſte 
hymcrowned / andhalt hym ſet aboue p warkes 
of thy handes . Thou halt ſubdued all vnder his 
feet / ſhepe and oxen cuerichone / xe and moze bea⸗ 


ſtis ok the felde / byꝛdes of the ayze- and fyllhes of | 


the lee. I wyl ſap yet that is higher: We be boũd 


to the mercy ot god foztheheucly angels. Belcue 
nat my woꝛde / without Paulc teache it playnely/ 
wutyng to p Hebzewes / and ſpekyng ok angels. 
Be nat layth he / all ſpirites ſei uantes / in ſeruice 
ſent fo2 thep2 lake / that recepue thenheritance of 
ſaluacion: nd both in p olde and newe teſtamet 
we often rede / by miniſtracion of angels ; hũgry 
were refreſſhed / pꝛiſoners deltuered-colitres ouer 
rũne / Þ good folke cofozted with ioyful tydynges. 
Moe ouer our lozde hymlelte in the goſpel ſapth: 
They? angels beholde alway the faccof 5ᷣ father / 
that is in heuen - What is moꝛe maruclous than 
this woꝛthynes / angels to ſely men gyuen as go 


uernours to childze? Thertoze what to cucr thon 


halt man / truly thou haſt al thynges whyle thou 
remapneſt in Chuſtthou ſhuldelt repute to haue 
it al ot his mercy , Otherwyle Paule wyl ſtam pe 


and crie agaynſt the: what haſt ma that thou re⸗ 


teyuedeſt nat? And ik thou halt reccyued it / why 
magnikieſt thy ſelfe / as thou recepuedeſt hit nat⸗ 
Farther what yucll ſo cuer thou ſect in other / a; 
knowlege the mercy of godpucntyng : —_ 
auld 
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blynde / thou art nat poze-noz dul wytted / like as 
many be boꝛne / gyuethãkes to the merty god 
cuerhutes happen 


pzeuentyng pᷣ. What ſo 
myght baue chaunced to the/ nere that the mercy 
of god had the defended. Agayne / thou arte no 
aduoutrer / no falſe foꝛſwerer / no manqueller / no 
churche robber / lyke as helas ouer many be / az 
knowelege p mercyof god/fo2 thou ſhuldeſt haue 

| ben / except the mercy of god had the kepte. 
Vat tyme a man wel e nan iuged 
of Socrates to his diſciples -p he was a man de⸗ 
ſirous of riot ouermoche gyuen to lecherp/they 
knowyng they: maſters incredible tepcrace ꝑtip 
laughed hym to ſcoꝛne / and ꝑtly diſdaynedhym? 
cratcs rebuked them # pꝛayſed hym / ſayeng: 

e hath truly diuined / al this had J be onles phi 
loſophie had me taught temperance. But moche 
better the right holy man Francis aſcribeth vntto 
n p diume mercp / that Socrates peldeth to philoſo 
phie. Foz whã on a tyme his felowe/ſo of hym co 
u manded/had reuiled hym with what fo euer wo2; 
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u des a miſcheuous captpue is wont to be rehuked/ 
ie callyng hym churche robber / manquceller / backe⸗ 
0e biter / oppꝛeſſer / poyſoner: he toke it moſt paciet/ 
e⸗ ly and bewayled hym ſelfe that he was ſuche. 

Pp Another tyme to his fclow aſkyng why heſhuld 5 
7 becopelled to make ſo manylyes vpo an innocẽt / 
a; foz none of al theſe thynges agreed with hym / he 
df anſwered: Thoulpeſt nat / foz altheſehad J ben 
d ſer. ok Er. E yea 


yeandmoche moꝛe / nere p the mertpot god kept 
his ſeruant fro iuels. And the mercy of god doth 
nat only pꝛeuẽt vs pꝛouokyng to goodnes / but al⸗ 
ſo helpeth entpꝛiſyng /acõpameth vs marchynge 
foʒth / and in cocluſton gyueth vs puiſſance / p we 
mowe ꝑfourme that Þ humayn ſtrengthes coude 
nat do. Suche a bßdeofmercy me ſemeth Paule 
thapoſtle ſignifieth in many places / but ſpecially 
in aretynges-belechyng grace and peace. In pi⸗ 
ſtils to Timotheus alſo he addeth mercy, And cer 
tes without pꝛeuudice of a better ſentence / it any 
hane it to ſhewe / thynke grace ꝑtepneth to cal⸗ 
lyngot᷑ vs: foꝛ we be called by fayth /pᷣ is belcue, 


This fayth is the free gyfte of god / and therfoze 


they to whom it happeth-are fo2 it bonde to the di 
uine mercy - Mercy ꝑtepneth to diuerſe gyftes di 
ſtributed to eche after the meaſure of his faythe, 
Peacelongeth tothe innocecy of althelyfe/ with⸗ 
out whiche frẽdſhip with god can nat be had / noz 
true cõcoꝛde with our bzetherne , Ucrily ſo ofte as 
we be deliuered fro iuels that we be greued with / 
we ſhulde nat repute it to the ſterres/to Foꝛtune / 
no2 to our pꝛudence / we ought to aſcribe it all to p 
mertcy ot god. No man tangled in Þ bondis of ſyn 
can be delyuered / without he be ayded by diune 
mercy. This teacheth the pſalme.Cxxix, Foz our 
lozde hath great mercy / and in hym is plentifull 
redempcion and he wyll redeme Jſrael fro al ini⸗ 
quities therof, Farther/that the mercy of god de; 
lpuereth vs allo fro body harmes Paule decla⸗ 
reth wꝛityng to the „„ 
wa 


| was ſicke pea nere deed : but god ſapth he / pitied 


955 / nat only hym / but alſo me/leſt I ſhuld haue 
had ſozowe vpon ſoꝛowe. oz ther is no diffcrece 
bitwene mercy helpyng and cofoztyng / ſaue that 
we be holpe/the iuels take away that greued vs / 
but mercy comfoztpng is at hande / as oſt as in Þ 
myddes of afflictions it tẽpereth the grefe of ad- 
uerſite with mpnglyngof toyful thfges-cauſyng 
frute with teptacion/as ſapth Paule/wherby we 
mowe luſteyne it. Ind the ſame iuels oftetymes 
are lente ot god piteyng / wherby he may eyther 
purge our yl dedes cõmytted / oꝛels wuhdꝛaw vs | 
that we cõmytte them nat /o tominiſtre vs mat⸗ 
ter to exerciſe vertue · In ſuche wyſe tẽpted was | 
Abzaham / ſo Job in diuers troubles was exerci⸗ | 
ſed / ſo who ſocuerlpued wel in Jeſu Chꝛiſt / were 
in this woꝛlde / as golde by the fire / pzoued by dp/ | 
; uerſe afflictions, Where be thoſe / that murmour | 
agaynſt god as oft as them happeth bodily ſicke⸗ | 
nes / oz dethe of they: childꝛẽ oꝛ wyfe / oz as oft as | 
/ they haue loſſe of houſhoide ſtouffe / oꝛ as oſte as ä 
/ they? felde frutes fayle / nat vnderſtandyng theſe 
7 to be the molt tertayne tokens of god vs piteyng- 
n Let vs rather here what Solomon monyſſhet 
e 
r 
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vs: My ſone / caſt nat away the teachPng of our 
loʒde / noz leaue hym nat / whan he cozrecteth the: 
Foz whom our lozde loueth/ he coꝛrecteth: and as 
a father in his childe / deliteth in hym. Paule to Þ 
1 Hebzewes repeteth this ſentence / the woꝛdes ſom 
1 what changed. Truly whom our loꝛde loucth he 
8 chaſtileth: he ſcourgeth fozloth euerp childe that 
8 E. ij. he ad; 
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headmytteth . Therfoze mooſte Welbeloucd bꝛe⸗ 
therne as oft as theſtozmeof aduerſite aſſayleth/ 
as Paule coliſayleth Aotinue1n diſcipline / know/ 
png h as tochildꝛen god offrcth hym ſelfe to you- 
here the vopte ofthe kather mercifully cozrectyng 
his chudꝛen in ñ plalme.lxxx viii. Jf they violate 
my iuſticis / and kepe nat my cõmandementes J 
(hal viſite theyꝛ iniquites by the rodde / and theyꝛ 


ſpnnes by beatynges. But my mercy Þ wyll nat 


thzow fro hym noꝛ J wyl nat hurt in my trouth. 
And likewiſe ethe childzen that he louethe / 


hethzetneth/ſapeng: what wyl ye / hall Jcome 


to you by the rodde / 02 in the ſpirite ot hyndnes d 
mekenes: But the ſame Paule: Ok them ſayth 
he / p be without / what nedeth me to Jugez No 
vopce is mote bytter to the chudꝛẽ / tha wha the 
here theyz father ſaye: Do what pe wyll / J care 


nat. oz this is his wozde-tha 


at myndeth to dilhe- 
rite, @urely this fatherly h) dues is ſharper tha 
any chydyng. Therfoze as ſuſferante is cruell / ſo 
cozrectionts mertitull. The iuſte man ſapth: He 
ſhal coʒrect me in his mercy / and ſhall rebuke me / 
but the opleof the ſynner ſhal nat grece my heed, 
Paulus Emuius the Komapncapitapne pzolpe 
tous in al his dedes diuined that ſome great tuell 
was cõmyng. And Polycrates the tyʒan of Sa⸗ 


micns went alway about to redemep enup of foʒ⸗ 
tune / ll at eryng with loſſe ol a rpge moſt pzectous, 
Howe moche moe ought we dzede lyuynge wyc⸗ 
krdly leſt the wſte vengeance-of god hange ouer 
vs / hat tyme the Nolperiteoteempo;al gooves 
onge 
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he wyl expꝛeſſe his vnpeaſable anger / thꝛetneth 

to take away his rodde fro them / and that by al⸗ 

klictions wyl nat redzcſlethey: lynnes. God kepe 

vs molt dere bzetherne fro luche felicite. But ra⸗ 

ther / if mercy of our fader vouchelafe vs ought: 

of welth / we ſhulde thanke hym / careful that any 

where we ſhuld abule his liberalite: And ik aduer 

lite greue vs / no leſſe thaͤkyng hym we ſhuld hols 

ly ſubmyt vs ta his arbitrement. To haue helth | 

of body-thou the ſubmptteſt to þ phiſician a mã/ 

thou ſuffreſt p ſurgian to bynde / cut / and burne: N 

that thou mayſt haue thy ſoule helth euerlaſtyng ] 

wylt nat ſubmpt thetothy maker / loꝛde / fathers 

and ſauiour: Thou darſte nat lympyt to the leche / 

thus and by this reaſon heale me: and ſhal we co ; 

dicton with god/howe he ſhuld ꝓuide foz our ſou⸗ | 

us helthe? Paule thapoſtle ſuffred thangelof the | 

deuyl to aſſaple hym and gyue hym blowes/foz ſo ö 

it was expediet to reteyne the gyftes that he had | 

recepued , Whan Jam weake ſayth he / than am 

Iſtronge. And he gladly gloufieth in his infirmi 

tes /that he mpght polleſſe in hym dwellynge the 

vertue o Chulte, What be we /p refuſe this mer; 

cyof god / by dyuerſe afflictions / as te were with | 

bytter playſters / pꝛocuryng our helth7 

The comon people ſeyng one deſcendedof hygh 

linage / hauyng abundance ok riches / helth of bo 

dy / and heaped in honoꝛzs / are wont to lap: Bowe 

moche is he bounde to god: So iugen folke / eſte⸗ 

myng felicite ofthofe thynges / be ſen outward. a 
E. ii o But 5 
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But and one examine thethynge atter d iugemtt 
of god / often tymes the lowe byꝛth / poꝛe / ſickely / 
and the outcaſt amonge men is moꝛe boũde to the 
merty ot god / thi theſe ioly felowes that Þ groſſe 
multitude make egall to goddis , Heape together 
as moche as thou wylt of vnwelthynes touch pg 
the wozldc-thou art abundãtly happyatf thou by 
theſe tẽpoꝛal fuels redeme felicite euerlaſtyng. 

Nowe fozayuyng mercy/whiche allo we cleape 
lemency / euery ma knoweth / laue he that thyn⸗ 
keth hym ſelfe gyltles fro all ſyn. But what ſayth 
thapoſtle Johan: It we ſay / we be without ſyn / 
we belyers / and there is no treuth in vs. Andifp 
ſterres be nat clere in p ſyght of god / and ik in his 
angels he foũde wickednes/ifno creature be pure 


in the lyght ok god / ea nat a chude ok a day olde: 


whiche ol vs (hal glozikie to haue a chaſte harte: 

Amõge men man ſemerightous / befoze god no 
man is iuſte: But all our iuſticis are as it were p 
clotheofa womã defiled with Þ menſtruous flixe, 


\Paulle pceyucth howethe carnallawe in his mẽ⸗ 


b:es ſtryueth agaynſt thelaweof p mynde / and 
crycth out: J bnhappy creatut᷑ / who ſhal deliuer 
me from the body of this dethe;? Job with a iuſte 
mans title honozed / by the talk ng of god is nat 
founde clene fautles , Alla he the pzophet Dauid 
dꝛedeth the iugement of god / nere that it were a⸗ 
layed with moche mercy , Thou ſhuldeſt nat etre 
ood lozde ſapth he /in iugement with thy ſeruãt: 

2 truly no lyuyng creature ſhalbe founde iuſte in 
thy ſyght. ¶ Nowe lette echeof vs entre into the 
chambze 


47 


| chambzcof his conſtience/tonſyderyng howe ma 


ny wayes / howe olte / howe greuouſly he hath of; 
fended god / pea with what ſonv2p vicis al our be⸗ 
nefittes are deliled: and ſo than ſhal he vnderſtãd 
howemocheheis boüdeto Pp excedyng great mer⸗ 
cy ot god: that ſo pacientlp ſuffreth our feblenes/ 
that by ſo many occaſiõs ſtercth vs to repentãte⸗/ 
d lo lwetely foꝛgyueth all our offence — 1 hr; eg 
wickednes. To al theſe I wyl adde that ſhal ſeme 
to ſome nat very pꝛauable. 
whan god diſtroyeth the wicked lyuers ron to p 
hyeſt popntof malite / and caſteth them downe in 
to helle / pet than he lozgetteth nat his mercy, 
The Hebꝛewes the wawes of the ſee diuided/ he 
deliuereth 2Pharao with his gard he dꝛowneth. 
Mercy was on both ſydes / helpyng to warde his 
people /punyſhyng towarde the kyng kul ok delpe⸗ 
rate malice/leſt heapyng ſynnes vpon lynnes / he 
| ſchulde purchace hym ſelfe moze greuous peynes 
in helle · The JealPNg Mercy WAS ade ſo 
many plages ſtered hym to do penace, And nowe 
| he aſſapled with ſomanpy puels began to repent: 
but after he repentynge hym ſelfe agayne of his 
helth ful repentance-fapd: Jknowe nat our loꝛd / | 
; noꝛ I wylnatlet p people go. Moꝛ pet he moued 
| with lo great myzacle ceaſed nat to purſue them: | 
; but blynded with anger / boldly entred in to ð fee? ; 
Godgkf his mercy oppꝛeſſed his deſperat malyce/ 
that whan he wolde nat be healed/he ſhulde moꝛe 
eaſely periſſhe. The ſameought to bedemed of Þ 
other examples of cruelte / that be reherſedin — 
| e 


* 


kes of theolde teſtament / as of them that þ fyze 
burned / the groũde ſwalowed /p werde diſtroped 
the ſerpentes deuoured. Foz in the goſpels the ex⸗ 
amples ok vengeance are fewer / but al of mercy. 

Hit was an ealy coʒrection / that Elymas ſtryken 
with ſodayn blyndnes / was taught nat to ſtryue 
agàgapnſt Þ wozde of the goſpel , a kewe Paule de⸗ 

lyuered to Datanas in affliction of 5 fleſſge/that 
the ſoule myght be ſauedattheday of dome: and 
with ſhame cozrected/ſhuld turne to a better lyfe, 
There is no example moꝛe rigoꝛous than ot Ana⸗ 
mas and Saphiras / by Peters cozrectio ſodayn⸗ 
ly feldowne deed / and pet it is vncertayn whether 
they ſoules by dethe of the body are ſaued oz nat. 
Finally the ſelfe ſame that the dãned foules of the 
l lyuers ſuffrẽ in helle /is leſſe tha they meritis. 
And ſome there are / who eſtemẽ the mercy of god 
ſo great / that they beleuẽ the wicked ſpirites alſo 
and dãned folkes / ones after many ſeaſons gone 
bout /chul be reccued to grate. Though this opi 


nion ſtapethon a great auto2-yetithath bẽ repꝛo⸗ 


urd by p pfect fathers of our fapth: whiche only 
we reherle foz this entent / that we mowe declare / 
howe excedyng great opinion me moſt hyghiy ler 
ned cõceyued ofthe mercy of god: who nyght and 
day were octupped in holy bokes / whiche ſynge / 
extolle / and magnitie welnerenothynge els than 
the merty of god. ¶ Nowe if it be ſhewed ſuffici⸗ 
ctly / what euer we be oz haue touchpg goodnes/ 
that we be defeded fro iuels depẽdyng/that we be 
delyuered fro hurtis oppꝛeſſpng/that in th . 
es o 


| des of tribulacions we be refeſſhed with heuenly 


cofozt,abyde ſtrõge and luſty / that by tepozal af; 

fictions we be epther inſtructed to do penance/ 03 

| to exerciſe pfect vertue/ that our ſyns done be nat 

to vs unputed / wherunto ſo oft we ſlide / cõmeth al 

| of p mercy of god: that ye mowe mote clerely per; 

ceyue the excedyng heyght / bzeade / and depenes 

therok / J pꝛap you that with me pe wyl a lytel be⸗ 

holde pour ſelfe inwardly / fyꝛſt in p ꝑtie thzough 

whiche ye be moſt lothſom / and after in wherby 

pe excelle / laſtly ye muſt regarde the yls that out; 

warde hang ouer and compaſſe you about / and q⸗ 

ane to the bonties/ot whom the hope is to pou 

ewed. The conteplacio of al theſe thynges ſhall 

teache vs the largeneſſe of duunc mercy / wherof 
verily is neyther mealure noʒ numbꝛe. 

¶ It we beyolde this ſmal body the pype oꝛ lytell 

houſeofour ſoule / vnneth one map tyde any veaſt 

moꝛeweaker/lothlom/peoʒ moze wꝛetched. Alpe 

enquerep begynnyng / the fyꝛſt of our kynd wag 

of clape. Nowe let euery ma colidze this /howe li⸗ 

tel oʒ nothyng is the great põpoſenes what euer 

is ot the humoꝛ / of whole cõielaciõ the pꝛinciples | 

of mankynd take begynnpnge / whan as yet it is | 

hyd in the womans wombe. Than hoͤwe far that 

humoz diſtateth fro hypocras and pꝛecious mea⸗ 

tes / wherwith the chude nat bozne is noꝛiſhed. # 

wyl nat here reherſe futhines of humayn byꝛth 

only that pe haue oft ſeen / cal to mynde. What is 5 

\ moꝛe wꝛetched than humayn byzth 7 Yowelonge ; 

howe perilious be the panges of women trauay- | 

ler. of E. 7 lyng: 
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-lpngz Hotde miſerable waylynges: Ac laſt p child 
hym ſelke crepyng foꝛth ſoone fro weppng & way⸗ 


lyng begynneth p lyfe. Ind where as Nature to 


al other beaſtis as ſoone they come fozth / gyueth 


diuers as couerynges oꝛ defenſes ſhels/ barkes/ 


thycke ſkyns-puckes/ heares/bztſhis quis / fe; 


thers / ſcales / fliſſis / and allo otherwhile defedeth 
ð ſtũpes and trees fro colde ⁊ heate with a double 
barke: only mankynd naked / con bare graũde 
the day ol his byꝛthe ſhe caſteth out / foꝛth with to 


wepe t waple. who in this poynt wolde nat iuge 


ye à chekyn crept out of the ſhell bꝛoken mo2e hap 
py tha mãkynd: Farther / ſe howe he is lwadled / 
his mouthe tothles/his tonge ſpecheles/his eies 


cun nat ſuffrey newe lyght / and farcth as it wold 


entre the darbenes ofthe mothers wobe agayne / 


that he left / the molde longe quauerpng / a tokẽ a⸗ 


moge al beaſtis ot greatteſt weakenes / bꝛefelp all 
the litel body is weake / in whiche is no membꝛeÿ 
doth his dewty. Moſt part of ali other beaſtis as 
ſoone as they be bꝛought fo:th emplye Þ gyftes of 
theyz nature. Som areſwyftas hozſes . Aſſoone 
as the butterflie cometh out of p ſkynfleeth 2 It 
is nat ſure wꝛaſtlyng wa leons whelpe. Aſſoone 
as fyſſhes be ſpaumed they ſwymme: tadpoules 
rollen them ſelfe with great ſwyftnes befozethey 
mowe be called oꝛ haue any ſhap of frogges: only 
what other thyng knoweth mãkynd by courſe of 
nature than to wepe: Howe lögelerneth heto go: 


whan he hath lerned to go on. ij.feet / howe longe 


mult he lerne to ſpeke: yea he can nat fede / 1425 
e be 


me WHEL Bog - 


he betaught. Adde now fo many kyndes of ſicke⸗ 
nes / that vnneth cun be reherſed / and ſpecially p 
newe / that it is harde to heale them: howe be u as 
moge tholde many be vncurable. Som take mã⸗ 
| kynde ſoone after the byꝛth / ſom alſo in the byzth/ 
| as lepꝛe/fallp̃g iuel / wherby many dye oz they bes 
gyn tolyue, ànd this while Jſpekenothyngeof 
them that be bozne with many defautes of natut 
t myſſhapen. owe let eche cõſpdꝛe this by hym 
(clte-what dõmages he hath {uffrcdi youth/-how 
fugitpuc youth is/-howcarcfulmanes ſtate/how 
wꝛetched olde age: and lo foꝛth howeſhozt Þ holle 
lyfe/though onc hap to be olde / whiche pet chan⸗ 
ccth to very fewe. whole cucr of pou is at manes 
ſtate/lct hym reken : hoꝛdze ot the lyfe paſt/⁊ coũt 
fro what ſickeneſſis / frõ how great perils he is el⸗ 
ca ped / let hym thankeÞ mercy ot god. Uerily # 
wolde reken amoge bodily puels as pꝛincipal the 
{edegof all maner vices faite routed in vs / howe 
greatly to ãger/to bodily plealute/to riot / to cuy / 
to ambicion/to couetouſnes to rapine frõ our mo⸗ 
thers wombe we be enclined: where al other bea⸗ 
ſtis lyuen lowably within the deſpꝛes of nature. 
Hobo la boꝛous is the wzaſtlynge to vs al W theſe 
leaupnges of olde à da: to howe feweAuckyziThe 
ſoule is ouer laden with weyght of the crtt;ly vo⸗ 
dy: and whether it wyl oz wyl nat / is dꝛowned in 
theſe thynges p thother aloweth. Farthermoze 
cõſpdꝛe / what toute ot iuels cnuiron vs without / 
and one may fpnde many mo periſſhen by chance 
than ſickenes, Howe many * ughtuf g/ 
u. erthe 
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erth quakes / groũd openynges lakes /floddes of 
ſee and ryuers / infectous aer / venom / wyld bea 
g / fallyng ok huge thynges / yl phiſiciõs: but no 
wap greatter diſtruction than thꝛough warres: 
Truly al theſe myſcheues thꝛetten to diſtroye but 
the body. Bow many dãgers hangeouer p ſoule⸗ 
fro the fieſhe houſhold enemy/ fro the wozld nowe 
flatryng that it may ſtrangle / nowe ragyng that 
it may oppꝛeſſe / fro wicked ſpirites p otherwhyle 
tranſfigure them ſelfelpke angels of lyght. Who 
dꝛedeth nat of theſe multitude / powers / diſceit / 
malice / and vnſaciable defy2e to diſtrope? Rowe 
who amõgethele iuels wold it nat nere lee / dethe 
certapneto eche/the day vncertayue / the rigoꝛouſ 


nes of thertreme dome / p peynes ok helle euerla⸗ 


ſtyng;? Ile pou tremble at thonlp remebzyngeof 
theſe ſo great myſcheuous / and no wꝛonge: but Þ 
moꝛe pe here ot iuels and dangers / the moze pe be 
boũde tothe mercy of god / whiche amõge al theſe 
yls nat only defedeth thoſe that truſt theron / but 
alſo turneth all theſe thynges to vs in occaſion of 
moze felicite. What lo euer calamite we haue here 
we mowe wyte it the ſyn of olde Adam: but foꝛ Þ 
felicite in place of calamite to vs peldẽ moꝛe plẽti⸗ 
fully / we orrght to thaͤke the newe Adam / that is 
Chziſt Jeſu ot᷑ al creatures pꝛeyſed p wozld with 
out ende. Satanas expelled vs out of paradile⸗ 
Chute foz therthly paradiſe opened bs the heucẽ⸗ 
ly kyngdome, The ſerpent dꝛoue vs to diuers ſo⸗ 
rowes ofthis life / Chziſt reſtoꝛed vs to ioyes euer 
laſtyng ot lyfe ĩimoꝛtal. Datanas by his gyle got 

vs 


vs bodilydeth/ Chailt by his mercy rewarded vs 
lyfe etnal / to whom who ſo euer with a pure hert 
yeldeth hym / nedeth to dꝛede uo kp deo enemies, 
Heouercamethe wozlde/he vanqueſhed al Sata⸗ 
nas ty2any-heturned fleſſhernto ſpirite. That 
heouercame is of his power: p he ouercame fo: 
vs / is of his mercy, Let vs honoze his merciful! 
myght / and take fruicion of his myghtyful mer: 
cy. A thyges we mowe do by hym / that maketh 
vs mighty / ik we abyde with hym: al thõges we 
polleſſe by hß / in whom is al goodnes eueriwhere 
vs defendyng/aydyng / cõfoꝛtyng / encrealſyng by 
his mercp / lyke as ſaythe the pꝛophet in plalmo: 
They that hope in our loꝛde mercy ſhall enutron, 
To what great ils are they ſubiect/that put their 
truſt in boduy gyftes / in riches / in chares / in hoꝛ⸗ 
ſes / in woꝛdly pꝛudẽce /i they merites and dedis: 
But by what ſuccours is the iuſtemã out of care: 
Truly layth he / Jtruſt in p multitude okthy mer 
cy. And a lytel after: Loꝛde as with the bucler of 
thy good wyl haſt crowned vs. whan pe here / Of 
thy good wyl / ye vnderſtand p hope of pour owne 
merites to be excluded, Where y ſtrengthes of na 
ture faple vs / where our merites foʒſake vs / ther 
mercy ſuccoureth vs. The warriours⸗ſhildes co⸗ 
uer but one part ot᷑ the body /the buccler of diuine 
mercy kenſiuelp couereth vs al eueriwhere/aboue 
agaynſt the fyztedartes of wicked ſpirites / that 
hangeouer vs fro the celeſtiens: beneth agapnſt 
the ſlepghtofthe lerpent waytynge to attrap vs: 
afoze leſt thynges pꝛelent greue vs: beh ynde leſt 
F. ij. thynges 


thynges paſteuade vs agayne: on p rygyt hãde 
leſt 2oſperite make vs uiſolent: on che lyit hand 
leſt aduerſite ouerthꝛowe vs. Truſtpng ithis bu⸗ 
tler Dauid crieth out: Our lozde is my helper / 
wyll nat dꝛede what a man can do to me. ànd in a 
nother place: Iwyl nat feare a thouſand people 
copalipng me about, But Paule thapoſtle crpeth 
out pet moze boldly wzityng to the Bomaypns: It 
god be foz vs layth he / wha ſhalbe agaynſt vs: 
That noble warriour armeo hym with al the har 
neis afthe fayth / which foꝛtifieth vs nat by hope 
of our warkes / but of diuine mercy . He bolde on 
this armour / nat onely dilpiſed grefe / hũger / pos 
uerte /peril/ꝑlecucion: but allo the tyʒans werd / 
thꝛetnyng hym pzelcntly to ſle. The humapn cru 
elnes may nothyng do/ where the mercy ot godis 
redy at hande to detende: yea that is ſtronger/he 
diſpiled beſide deth and lyke / ägels / pꝛiucipalites / 
vertues/thynges pꝛeſent /to come / ſoʒtuude/alti⸗ 
tude-depthc; # ſo loꝛth/if any other creature were 
in the heuẽs / oz in erth/oz in helle. And this is he / 
who knowyng his weakenes callcth hym ſelfe an 
crthe pot. We haue ſayth he / this trealute ĩ erthẽ 
pottes. 4 tro whens tha hath this byitcil erthe pot 
lo moche ſerength: By the grace lapth he/ ol god / 


J amitthat J am. what is the grace of god but 
P mercy ot god⸗ Let vs gladly glauty with Paule 


in our infirmites-thatthe vcitue of Chuſtemay 
dwelle in vs: foz ſoit is moze cxpedict foʒ vs/that 
by conteplacion of our milerics we mowe gloufte 
the mercies of god. And yet the mean while if hit 

iyke 


lpke the/beholde thy ſelfe thou man / in that parte i 
that thou excelleſt the other beaſtis. Foz ifthou e⸗ 
| 


ſtemethy ſclfeafter the goodneſlis of body / thou | 
leeſt thou art lower than many brute beaſtis /in ö 
largenes the camels exceden the / in wyktnes the 
tigers /in ſtrength the bulg / in coͤlour the ſwans/ 5 
in apparayle pecockes / in helthlomnes p fiſſhes / ö 
if pe beleue the n beaſtis / | 
tt uche lynces and egles /in {mellyng gri⸗ 
pcs /in lõge lyke hartis and crowes. Ind pet ikone 
cõlydꝛe p gyftes ofthe humapn body/he ſhal here 
fyde wherin he may pꝛeyſe p mercy of god. What 
ſagacite ot the. v. wittis / what great cõfoꝛmite ot 
mèbꝛes / how feet inſtrumentes to dpuers vles: 
But of thoſe thynges alſo Lactantius a mã of ſin 
gular eloquẽce cõpiled a boke / whiche he nameth 
De opificio dei. That boke ſhalbe red with pꝛofit / it 
we mowe remẽbꝛe what ſo euer goodnes is in the 
body / ⁊ that it al ꝓcedeth fro the mercy ok god / to 
be ſeruant like bound to diuine obeyſance, Other 
wiſe he p wyl gloziſie in bodily gyftes ſhal by t by 
here Elaie.xl. Al fleſſhe is hey ⁊ al gloꝛy therof is 
as 5 flower of hey. Eccle.x. why art pzowde thou 
duſt and aſſhes: Neyther in gyftes ofthe ſoule /in 
whichept ma is moꝛe maruelous/he hath ought 
that he to hym (clfe may chalenge , He that made 
the body fozmed the ſoule / the body he w2ought of 
ſlyme / and put in the loule with inſpiryng of his 
mouthe. And therkoꝛe okthother bealtis p ſoule ⁊ 
body periſhe together / ours is a lyue after Þ body 
tyl ſhe receyue it agapne in p reſurrectiõ 1 
2owe 


Nowe howe effectual a thyng the ſoule is/Þ very 
deth declareth / which aſſoon as ſhe depteth / there 
lpeth the carkes vnpꝛofitable: where is Þ heate / 
where is the tolour / where is the moupng/ where 
is the myght of al the wyttesz And pet whyle the 
ſoule is holdẽ faſt tyed to this ſo vnhappy ſely bo/ 
dy / doyng nothyng but though the bodily inſtru 
metis-which very oft let / y ſhe may nat put fozth 
her natiue power- how maruclous is p \wyftnes 
and pꝛofoũd vnderſtandyng of p humayn mfdc? 
what excedyng trealureofremebzancc 7 what is 
ſo hyd in the ſccretes of nature / oz in heuẽs / oz in 
erthe that mans wyt can nat marke / ꝑcepue / and 
diſcuſſe? It is a great thyng / that many by ſitu⸗ 
acion and mouyng of the ſterres ſhewe what ſhal 
fal many peres to cõme: but it is moꝛe / that by p 
thynges wꝛought the euerlaſtpg power and god⸗ 
heed ofthe ſame wozker is founde out / wytnes is 
Paule: Howe moche is the ſwyftnes ofmas wit / 
in howe ſhoꝛt ſpace/howe many th ges mis wit 
beholdeth atones: But how excedyng is p power 
of memoꝛie / that p ſhaps of ſo many thynges / ſo 
many names ofthynges cõmitted to her by mint 
ſtracion ofthe wittis / he truly obſerueth: J wpll 
here ſpekvnothyngofthem-/that many diſciplins 
ſo difficile to knowe / farther ſo many lagages has 
uelerned-and that they lerned / reteyne. Lethym 
of you that wyl thynke / howe many folkes faces 
c names he remẽbꝛeth/howe many ſhaps of bea⸗ 
ſtis/trecs herbes / places /and of other inumera⸗ 
ble thyges he knoweth / and memonally cleapeth 


them 
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them by name. Thetcõmon peoplecalletheſe gyf 
tes ot natut̃/ wham dede they be gyſtes of duune 
mercy / whiche ate departed to eche nat after our 
merues but after his benignite. A theſe thyges 
bicauſe the ꝓdigal childabuſe to Þ pleaſureothu⸗ 
man wyl / nat onlyis nat withdꝛawen that was 
gyuen / but by grace mozeabundant liberaliteof 
gyites is added. By lawe he vs inſtructed / by his 
lon/ whom holle he gaue to vs / he taught vs the 
ſecretes of god /by his ſpirite he enriched our ſous 
les with dyuers gyftes-/paſſyng humayn ſtreng⸗ 
thes. He gyucth vnderſtadyng of myſticall ſcrip⸗ 
tures that ſhyneatoze andcotozt vs in al pls /he 
gyucth kozknowlegeof thynges to come / he gy⸗ 
ueth tonges to ſpeke ſondry lagages /tocotemne 
venom/to heale lickeneſſis/to replethedecd/to co 
folid noyful ſpirites / he gyueth power to ouertõe 
hel gateg/he graũteth vs to be mẽbꝛes of Chaiſt/ 
childʒẽ of god / ꝑteners of the kyngdome celeſtial / 
that neuer ſhal haue ende. Here coũt to me what 
thou were wꝛought / wuhout dout ot the one part 
claye-tha how moche vnder thecodicioof beaſts 
ſyn the detect, Agayne / to what dignite / to what 
feucite thou art called / and thou ſhalt clerely ſe/Þ 
mercies of our loꝛde haue neyther nũtde noꝛ meã⸗ 
ſure, What is moze deſpiſed thã ſtarbetes :? pet is 
a ſcarbet pure in coparils top fylthesof a ſynner. 
What is hygher than angels? Were it nat out of 
al mealure to make an angel ot a ſcarbet? Howe 
man moze abicct tha a ſcarbet / he made greatter 
than agel-J map boldly ſap/he made hym a god. 

ſex. ot E. G Foz 


#0; why ſhuive nat I dare thelcripture is bold 


to ſay: I haue ſayd ye be goddis/and all excellent 
chudzen. what ſo euer cometh ol god is made in a 
maner god. What ſo euer is ioyned to the body X 
ſpiriteok Chzilte-cometh in to the felowlhip a pt⸗ 
takyngof his names. Here ik nothyng is p thou 
to thy meritis mayſt aſcribe-glozifie the merty ot 
god / woꝛſhypthe mercy of god / enbꝛace ⁊ kyſſe Þ 
mercy ot god. Jf p any go about to clayme any 
part of this to hym ſelfe / Paule thapoſtie wyl by 
ct by ctie out agaynſt hym/yeldyng altheſe thyn⸗ 
ges to the grace ot god. Al his piltils ſoũde out Þ 
woꝛde of grace; whiche as oft as thou hereſt / vu⸗ 
derſtade p mercy of god to p cõmended. Ok grace 


it is/that we be purged fco ſynes / thꝛough grace 


we beleue / ok grace it is that by . ſpirite charite 
is ſpꝛed in our hartes / wherby we do good war⸗ 
kes. Foz we be nat ſufficient by our ſelfe-as ofour 
ſelle:but al our ablenes cometh frõ god. If Paule 
fayd trouth where be thole valhamfalt kelowes / 
pᷣ ſelle euerp body theyꝛ good warkes / as though 
they had ſo moche at home / that they mought en⸗ 
riche other! They be miſecable-that ſo ſelle they? 
good dedes /curſed they be that truſt i mines war 
kes. Whothat1s greued with the fyꝛſt dileale / let 
hym here that the churcheLaodices hereth in ỹ 
Apocalyps. Thou ſayſt: J am riche/and plẽtitul / 
and nede nothyng / and caͤnſt nat tel that thou art 
a wꝛetche / meſerable / poꝛe / blynde / ⁊ naked. But 
they alſo ſyn moꝛe greuouſly-that of thabũdance 
of they2 good warkes pꝛomiſe other riches. But 


what 


nn 


what cofiſaylcth the holy goſt ſuche folke- Itoũ⸗ 


ſapletheſayth he /to bye firy golde o kme /pꝛoued / 
that thou be made ryche in dede. Ind thou that 
knoweſt thyn owne pouerte / wyp beggeſt of begs 
gers: S. James ſayth : It᷑ any want wyſcdom/ 
let hym al ke it of god / that gyueth to eche abun⸗ 
dantly / and abzaydeth none therok. Euerp good 
gylt / euerp ꝑfect gyft deſcendeth fro aboue frõ p 
father of lyghtes. And al keſt thou ofa mã p gar⸗ 
ment of good warkes / whiche is p moꝛe pittouſip 
naked / the moze goodly he rekened hym ſeclfe clo⸗ 
thed? Aknowlege thy milery / and p mercy of god 
is redy. Amonge men / that abzayda good turne/ 
p fo2 one pleaſure icke to haue many / is nothyng 
derer bought / than that is bought with pꝛapers: 
with god is nothß g lo fre / as that with two lytell 
pecis ot money is bought /pꝛayer and ttuſt.foꝛ he 
that ſo wylſelle his mercy / hath gyuẽ vs p lame 
pꝛice to pay fo2 it · ¶ we haue (poke many thyges 
welbeloued bꝛetherſi / of p mercy ofgod / but there 
is moche moꝛe to ſap/if we ſhuld repete al thỹges 
of holy ſcripture/whiche pꝛeyſe cõmẽde to vs Þ 
greatnes of diuine mercy, The remenãt is / that 
I wolde exhozt vou in fewe moꝛdes / chat none foꝛ 
pꝛeſumpcion ſhuld make hymſclfevnwozthyofÞ 
mercy af god/p is ſo redy: 02 fo yl toʒage ofmpde 
hulde dilpeyꝛe merty of god. Andafter we wyl 
ſhoꝛtly declare / what thynges pꝛouoke p mercy 
of god. And this ſhalbe thende of our ſermon / ik 
the mercy of our loꝛde ſhal voucheſafe to be pᷣſent 


and fauozyng vnto me ſpekyng to pou. 
G. ij. God 


God abqzreth nothyng ſo moche as pꝛyde x ob⸗ 
: fox the pꝛoude he reſiſteth/ and gyueth 


ſtaclenes: 3 e 
graceto the hũble. To this blynd madnes #mad 
blyndnes many are bꝛought by p2oſperiteoftem 
pozall goodes /that as fozgetfull of theyz maker 
they lyuẽ after p pleaſure ottheyꝛ mpde / ſo moche 
vnthoughtful to amede theyꝛ lyfe / that they boſt 
vngraciouſnes/ſtronge a myghty in wickednes / 
And as weredei an other place: They bolt theyꝛ 
pll daynge/and reioyte in moſt vagracious thyn⸗ 
ges. Wherof Solomon wꝛiteth: The wicked mã 
whan he cometh to the bottum ok pls / caxeth nat. 
And ok fuche folke wziteth Paule: God gyuethe 
them vnlowable vnderſtãdyng / that they mowe 
do thoſe thynges /p be nat comely, Som ot them 
ꝓmiſyng them ſelte that they (hal ſkape foz euer 
vapunyſlhed/ diſpiſe helthſom monyſſhyng/ and 
receyuenat what ſo euer may pꝛouoke them tore 
pentance-ſayeng; Let godhaue hcuenhymlelte/ 
let hym leaue vs p erthe. Ok theleſpeketh May⸗ 
les un his cãticle / whanafter many great benetit⸗ 
tis ot god vpon the peopleof Ilrael remẽbꝛed/he 
addcth; My welbeloued is waxed groſle and kyc⸗ 
keth2 he is waxed fat and bꝛode: he hath fozſake 
god his maaer:⁊᷑ is departed fro god his ſautour. 
The plal.7 :. peynteth this maner of me: They 
be nat in the labour ot me / ⁊ they ſhal nat be ſcoꝛ⸗ 
ged with men, Foz p pꝛyde reteyneth them / they 
be couered with iniquite # theyꝛ wickednes / they 
be tome ĩito il aſfectiõ of hert. They haue thought 
and ſpokẽ leudnes / and they haue ſpoken on 
y 


ly agapnſt god. They haue ſet they: aa 


mouth agapnſt che heuen / and theyz toge is gon 

ouer in erthe. But here what ende foloweth þ vn/ 

— nay {ey theyꝛ diſteytes thou halt be 

gyledthem / Þ haſt caſt them downe / whan they 
| Woldearylen vp / howe were they diſcofozted z ſo⸗ | 

daßlythey fapled/th ey perillhed foz they; wicked: 

nes. Good loꝛde in thy cue ſhalt reduce the image | 

of them to naught as the dzeame of them þ ryſe | 

fro ſlepe. To them that folowyngLucifers exam 

ple ryle vp agaynſt — fall p our loꝛde thꝛet⸗ 

neth in p goſpel; Jlawe Satanas as lightnyng 

fro heuen ktauyng. Ind Cozozaim thꝛough the az 

badanceof traſicozy thynges wickedly (wellyng 

hereth: Wo to p Coʒq; aim /foꝛ thou that art nowe 

tyft vp to heuẽ by thy pꝛyde / ſhalt be pluct downe 

to hell by Þ vegeance of god. Paule alſo ſomtyme 

on truſt of his coũtrep lawes fierce + pꝛowde/and 

thꝛetnyng to ſlee Þ diſciples of our loꝛde / and ther⸗ 

foꝛe he by the right hand of god ouerthzowen to p 

erthe / hereth: It is harde foz Þ to kycke agaynſt 

Pp pꝛcke. But bicaule in his dede was errour and 

nat wayward malice-heopteyned mercy, Alloon 

as he aknowleged his ſpn god fo2gaue hym / and 

nat only fozgaue hymbut allo of a wolfamade hp 

a ſhepe/and ot a tyꝛana poſtle. But 8̊ curſeof god 

hangeth ouer them / that contynupng in lynnes / 

at laſt beyng indurated obſtinate in them wyll 

nat vnderſtaͤde to do wel: Who lay to god: Go thy 

way fr6 vs /we wyl nat haue the knowlege of thy 

wayes. Agayne they 5 Eſate "Rwy 0 * 

ij. u 


dur loꝛde callyng to wepyng / waylyng / cuttyng of 
they: heares / and to weare ſhertes ot heare / they 
matze mpꝛth and reuel / kyllyng calues / and ſacri⸗ 
fieng ſhepe / Þ they mow eate the fleſſhe /a dꝛynke 
wyne / ſapeng: Let vs eate and dꝛynke / foꝛ to mo⸗ 
rowec we ſhal dye. And they as ſayth the ſame ꝓ⸗ 
phet /p ſcoꝛne p thꝛetnynges of our loꝛde / ſteryng 
them to repẽt: pd byd agayne / byd byd agayne / 
abyde abyde agayne / abyde abyde agapne/ alitel 
there / a lytel there. And the whicheagapne ſay in 
an other place: We wyl nat here our loꝛde / but we 
wyl dye in our ſpnnes: ta theſe as ſayth the olde 
pꝛouerbe / Pacience often tymes greued is made 
furoʒ madnes/aud the mercy ot our loꝛde is tur⸗ 
ned into greuouſer dãnaciõ: Foz our lozdemocked 
in Eſate anſwereth after: The woꝛde of our loꝛde 
ſhalbe to them / Byd byd agayne / byd byd a gayn / 
abyde abyde agapne / abyde abyde agayne/a litel 
there / a lytel there / that they may go t fall backe⸗ 
warde / and be al to rent / and attrapped / c taken. 
{Theſe vnhappy folke go / left in they: yll deſpꝛes / 
alwap waxyng wozſc-they fall ĩto thepyt of wyc# 
kednes / they betangled in the toꝛdes of ſyn / they 
be takt in the net of euerlaſtyng dãnacion/leadpg 
theyz days amoge thepz gaodes / and ĩa momet 
they go to hell · O very wꝛetched creatures /a hol 
ly gyue to diſtructiõ / who like as beaſtis be fatted 
to be kyld / whom neyther the enoꝛmite of ſynnes 
maketh to foꝛgyue pꝛyde / noz ſo great hyndnes 
of god tẽdꝛeth them to repent, The mertp of god 
ſuffreth the ſo oft ſynnyng /d thou ſhuldeſt mend / 


he gy⸗ 


he gytteth the ſpate to repent: in the mean while a 


hecaketh nat frothehisliberalite-hegyueth the 
good helth-he gyueth the riches/he gyueth the o⸗ 
thercomodites of Þ ife-as in maner lettyngvp ⁊ 
caſtyagcoles of fixe ouer thy heed / that it Þcan(t 
nat hate thy ſpn/bicauſe it is ſo ſhametull / yct at 
let ſhuldeſt begyn to hate it / ſith it diſpleaſeth ſo: 
louynga father. Eſchinus a põge man ꝑcepuyng 
in a plapthe marueious hp dnes of his father to; 
ward hymoffendpng was moued-that fro thens 
fozth he wold hauehymi greatter reuercce /theſe 
be his woꝛdes: Whatthyngis this: is this to be 
à fader /oʒ this to be a ſon: If he were my bꝛother 
oꝛ felowe / how myght he folow moꝛe my myndc? 
Is he nat to be loued: ought he nat to be boꝛne in 
mynde: Ahe hath put me ĩ a great care with his 
caſpnes / leſt vnware I ſhuld ought do cotrary to 
his mynde-foz knowpng J wyll beware of it. 

It katherly hyndnes teche wytty childꝛẽ to hate 
ſyu/ thou vahappy ſynner waxeſt moꝛe ⁊ moꝛe ob 
ſtinate bp lo great goodnes of thy father, and he⸗ 
reſt nat Paule reclapmyng thefrs madnes: Diſ⸗ 
pileth thou layth he /p riches of his good nes / ok 
his pacience and mekenes? Ano weſt nat that the 
getymes ol god leadeth p to repentãce:? But after 
thy hardnes and hart nat wyllyng to repẽt / thou 
gethereſt vnto the a treaſure ot anger ithe day ol 
anger /⁊the reuelaciõ of the iuſt uugemeẽt of god. 
No beaſt is ſo wylde / p by mens diligẽce F laboꝛ 
is nat tamed / x p ꝓuoked by ſo excedßg benelit of 


god / art alſo moꝛe fierce agaynſt hym- Notypng 
| 


is fo harde / that is natmadeſoft by cratt ok men, 
Bꝛaſſe meltech in the furnes 7y20 by fy2ets made 
ſolt/hoꝛne with waxe poured in ſowplcth -the in⸗ 
uicible hardnes of Þ diamond is auercde m gottis 
blad / Ind o hart harder than hoꝛne / harder than 
pꝛon / harder tha the diamond / that neyther p fire 
of hell am thehyndnes of thy moſt gẽtyl father / 
no2 the blod of p yndefiledlambe ſhed toz the mol; 
lifieth the: ye but rather is made moꝛe harder: 
How be ioyful / make triumphe of wickednes/Þ 
haſt ouertome wꝛetche / thou Halt ouercoe duune 
craft /that is moſt vnhappy victoʒy. Unhappy is 
the groũd / as layth Paule / and nereſt the curſeof 
god / whiche whan it oft receyueth heuẽly mopſt; 
nes /bꝛyngeth foꝛthe nothyng other than thoznes 
c wydes: how moche moꝛe vnhappy is he that ſo 
ofte moyſted with rapne ok diuine merty / waxeth 
harde as any rough boyſtous ſtone / that can re⸗ 
tepue no pꝛint of the holy goſte The fynger of god 
wꝛote to Moyſes the lawe in ſtony tables / ſo that 
thy hart is rougher than thoſc ſtones / wherin p 
holy goſt can wꝛite nothyg ol Chꝛiſtis lawe. Who 
ſhal cut vs thele tony hartes / but he / whole deth 
cut ᷣ ſtones/5 they myght go out of thep2 ttibes 
p were deed; who 1 gyue vs a fleſhy hart / but 
the woꝛde ok god / p foz vs was made fleſhe? But 
pet than thele they be moꝛe deſperate / that reiop⸗ 
lyng in theyꝛ ſynnes / ſpꝛed abꝛode blaſphemous 
| wicked opiniõs / denyẽg god to be aboue:oʒ ifhe 
be /that moꝛtal folkes buſines ꝑteyne nothyng to 
hym: to be no lyte atter deth of the bodp: no ĩmoʒ 
talite 


talite to be pꝛepared foz them / that here deuoutly 


tpuedin Chꝛiſte Jeſu: noꝛ hel pzepared foꝛ them / 
that here lerued the deuyl: the thꝛetnynges of ho 
ly ſcripture to be vayne: the pmiles ot the golpel 
to be lpes:oꝛ they that by Wzonge cxpounpnge ot᷑ 
ſcripture defẽde theyz myſcheuous dedes foz good 
actis: and the woꝛde or god / by whole rule the pll 
deſpꝛes of p mynde ought to be coꝛʒrected / they co 
pell to ſuppoꝛte thepʒ fylthynes / to other crymes 
they lap the wickednes of hereſy as moſt wozſte 
rebuke. The palenes Whiche fo: great (kcle appe 
reth in your faces /e thetreblyng of Þ holle body / 
lhewe how moche pe abhozre that pe haue herde. 
| But wold to god we myght nat here theſethßges 
6 amõge chꝛiſte folke . I haue ſhewed you Scylla/ 
) on whiche rocke many ronyng / periſſhe. J ſhall 
) ſhewe you Charpbdis/ a daũger greuouſer tha Þ 
7 molt greuous #moze fearefull. They be / whom 
J folowyng Cain e Judas the traitour-deſpeyzeof 
t foʒgyuenes lwalowethito cuerlaſtſg diſtructiõ. 
d There is but one diſtructiõ / though thereaſonof 
0 periſſhyng be dyuerſe. Pharao indurated ſayth: 
i A kno we no lozde/noz J wyl nat let the people go. 
8 What ſapth Cain: My ſyn is greatter / than p 'Y 
t 

It 

P; 

8 


may deſerue ꝑdon. And what Judas? J haue ſus 
ned betrayeng Þ innocẽt blod , Both they aknow⸗ 
lege the greatnes oftheyꝛ ſyn / both they confefſe 
it / both repent theyz myldede / but both they go a 
je wap frö pᷓ face oł᷑ our loꝛde / in whom only is mer⸗ 
0 ty Eplentifull redemcion fro ſpnnes : Foz thus ye 
03 redeof Cain: And Cain goyng awap fr6 the face 
be ſcr.of E. 9 of our 


of our loꝛde / dwelled a tũne a gate in a coſitrep to⸗ 
warde the Eſt. ac. Ind Judas departyng frothe 
banket of ſayntis / returneth nat agapne: He is 


vnhappy-that ſo goeth fro þ face of the mercy of 
god / that he returneth nat agayne. This is he J 
thynke / that Hieremias meaneth / whã he layth: 
wepe nat foz þ deed / ne mourne nat foz hun: with 
wepyng bewaple hym-that goeth out / bicauſe he 
returneth no moꝛe agayne. He wyll nat Þ deed to 
be wept ſoz / bicauſe ſuͤtyme he mult arpſe agapn. 
He with al maner wepyng ſhuld be ane tur⸗ 
neth hym ſelfe awaye fro the well of euerlaſtyng 
lfe-andneuer by penance / fro thens he went / re⸗ 
tucneth agayne. That pꝛodigal c riotous chude 
— — — — 1 —. houſe ok his 
mooſt louyng father / but he is returned agayne. 
Peter ſwarued far fr6-ourlude -whanhe foxfoke 
n 

eremebzedthewozdechat eius mmake che gega 

to De had fozgatten hym ſelle / but 
tome to hym leite agayne / he returned to Jeſus, 
Lpke wyle Elaias cryeth: Remẽbꝛe yethis/ # be 
yecofunded / and pou ſynners come to pour harte 
agayne. Peter remẽbꝛed hymſelfe / and returned 
to his hart: fro hym was takẽ the ſtony hart/the 
pompte hart-out wherof no dꝛop of teares coude 
be got: a fleſſhie hart was gyuen hß / out wherof 
anon ſpꝛage a welle of teares / bytter fo2 Þ ſozowe 


' of penace-/but hollome foz the innocency to hym re 


ſtozed. But Judas is nat returned to Jeſus / but 


he went away to þ pꝛeſtis xPhariſees-he pelded 
agapne 


_—_— was- 


agaynethatwofulmaney /frothens herding to þ 
ſnare / #bzake a ſondze. Theſethyngegaurlozde 
ſuffredamonge our inſtruction. 
pe ſchow diuerſeÞ ende of two apoſtlies ſynnpyng 
1s, Judas ſo oft tymes ꝓuokęd by our loꝛdis me⸗ 
kenes to be ſoy c amẽde/ſtacke ſtyl in his wicked 
purpoſe, But Peter at the lokyngof vpon 
hym rcineb2yng our loꝛdis ſapeng / by Eby knew 
hym ſeite / and as vnwoꝛthy of our lozdis pꝛeſẽte/ 
he dzeweabacke / nat to hange hym ſelfe / but to 
wepe/that is/nat to diſpayze-but to rcemedy. Ju⸗ 
das folowyng Cain the authoꝛ ot this myſchiet / 
aknowieged truly the greatues ot his ſyn / but he 
remẽbꝛed nat the woꝛdes of our loꝛde / that euerp 
where ĩ holy ſcripture ꝓuoke vs ta retuxne / they 
ſtere vs to da penãte / and pꝛomiſe vs mercp. 03 
what padge is in holy ſcripture / that ſoũdeth nat 
the merty of god: J ſpeke nat only ot the new te⸗ 
ſtament/that is thelaweof grace / but alſo ot᷑ the 
olde teſtament / that is thought mozerigozous, 

Let vs here how getilly our lozde in Þ ꝓphet Hicz 
temias / vnder the pſon of the ſpouſe / that leaußg 
her hul bãd / abãdoneth her euery where to euer 
body / he reclaymeth his people to penace; Turne 
to me ſayth he / ye childzercturnſg agayne / layth 
our loꝛde / foz Jam pour huſ bande · And in Job 
our loꝛde openeth the care ot p ſynners /p he may 
cozrect them: and ſpeketh / that they mowreturfi 
fro wickednes . But they bewzetches -Þ agaynſt 
this our lo2dis voyce ſtoppe thepʒ cares / like the 
deffe edder / that ſtoppeth her loz the 3 

ij. 


Foz thus weredei Job: It thou wylt returne to 
almyghty god / thou ſhuldeſt be edified / ſhuldeſt 
make wickednes far fro thy tent: foz erth he ſhall 
gyuethe a flynt ſtone / ⁊ toꝛ a flynt ſtone golde ry; 
uers. Let vs here the mercy of our loꝛde in Elaie 
ſtcryng vs to repentace: Itpe ſeke ſayth he / ſeke⸗ 
returne pe and come: if pe ſeke the ende of puels / 
ſeke it nat in childꝛẽ of men / in whom is no ſalua⸗ 
tion / noz of enchantours / noz by hangpuge your 
ſcife-but al ke it ot me/that alone both may ⁊ am 
redy to fo2gyue, Only returne fro thoſe thynges / 
that yefplthilp haue loued / # turned come to me. 

ayne inthe lame ꝓphet ẽtyſpng al mankynde 
to hym/he ſapth: Am nat Ja loꝛde / and there is 
no moꝛe god but J God iuſte and holy is none be⸗ 
lyde me: returne to me / and pe ſhalbe ſaued all p̃ 
coltis of the erth / foꝛ Jam god /and there is none 
other. Theſe woꝛdes our loꝛde ſpeketh to gentils 
tdolwozlhippers-to mãquellers/church robbers / 
lechers / blaſphemers:⁊ thou wetche by diſpey2e 
woldeſt turne away fro our loꝛde ? In olde tyme 
whan ſyn vnpuniſſhed rayned amonge kolke / the 
mercy ok god ſemed to be dꝛawen within p _ 
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ouer all coſtis of the wozlde, Jn Hieremp alſo he 
thzctneth the obſtinate / but he oſtereth them foꝛ⸗ 
4 pꝛepared that repent # amẽde: If that 
lke layth he / wold do penance foz theyz ſyn / that 

| FJhaueſpokeagainſt them / I wyl allo do penace 
vpony harme / that thought haue done them. 
And he pᷣ a lytel befoze thzetned diſtruction / pluc⸗ 
kyng vp by the rotis/⁊ ſparklyng about / pꝛomp⸗ 
ſeth thynges cotrary-and ſodaynly ſapth: I wyl 
ſpeke ot the people #realme-that I may cdifieit/ 
and that I map plant it, Like wile in Ezechiel he 
nat only ꝓmiſeth hym ꝑdõ ỹᷣ turneth agayne / but 
alſo that ye wold foꝛget al the ſpnnes that he had 
done befoꝛe: Foz wha he had afoze remev2ed eue⸗ 
ry kyadeof milcheues and daͤnable dedes he ad⸗ 
deth ; It the wicked man wold do penãce fo2 all Þ 
(Ppnes-that he hath wꝛought / and wyl kepe al my 
tom andmentis/and wyll do iugemẽt ano iuſtice/ 
he ſhallyue and ſhal nat dye: I uyll nat remèoze 
al the iniquitees that he hath wzought, Is it my 
wpl fayth our loꝛde/that a ſynner ſhulde dye / and 
nat rather p he ſhuld de cõuerted fro his lyunes & 
lyue: And a lyt ei lower: Be pe cõuerted and do pe 
nãce foz al your ſynnes / and pour wickednes (hal 
nat diſtroye you: thꝛowe away all poutt᷑ offences / 
wherby pe haue trãſgreſſed: and make you anew 
hart and a newe ſpirite. And why dye pe p houſe 
of J:raelz Bicauſe I wyl nat the deth of p dyeng 
creature ſayth our loꝛde / turne agapne ano come. 
wh delpeyzelt thou wʒetche / ſith god foz this ſet 
H.iij. downe 


downehis lon into this wozlde/ p Þ chuldeſt haue 
good hope: He hymlelfe vndouted is themercy of 
god / of whom Dauid ſyngeth: O god we haue re 
ceyued thy mercy in p mpddis ofthy churche. Be 
thou i the churche / and enbzace mercy. He ryſyng 
tryeth: I wyluat pᷣ dethe of a ſynner / but rather 
that he ſhuld be couerted lyue - Here this voyce 
thou vnhappy ſynner / ſhake ok deedly ſlepe / ryle 
agayne with Chꝛiſt / that thou mayſt lyue ĩ hym. 
Foꝛ the he reuiued / leſt p dethe of ſynnes ſhuld al⸗ 
way poſſeſſe the. Ind leſt any ſhulde ſuſpect this 
mercy of god nat to be pzepared/02 nat redy/ but 
foz thoſe that cõmyt fewe and lyght ſynnes / here 
our loꝛde with a clere voyce pꝛomyſyng: whan ſo 
euer a ſfner bewapleth his ſynnes / J wyl foꝛget 
al His iniquitees. He excepteth no kynde of ſynue / 
he pondꝛeth nat the greatnes 02 multitude ok offs 
tes. Onlp be ſoꝛp / and foꝛgetfulnes of al thy ſyns 
paſt is redy. Foz \mall offences - without whiche 
mas freiltelyucth nat / we call dayly vponÞ mer⸗ 
tyotgod/ſapeng: Dimitte nobis debita noſtra. gc. Foʒ⸗ 
gyue vs as we foꝛgyuethem that offede vs: And 
we be herd / if we mow here our nepghbour pzay/ 
eng that we ſhuld foꝛgyue hym. And allo amöge 
decdly ſpnes is a tertàayn oꝛdꝛe/as amoge mẽ ſom 
ſlepe nat very ſoũdly/ſo that with a litel whiſtrpg 
they ben waked: there be that ſlepe moꝛe depely⸗ 
that one muſt ſpeke loude to wake them: there be 
that ſlepe moſt depely/ that vneth with great tug 
gyng they may be waked:ſo w god ſom be lighter 
deed / lom moze greuouſlp / and ſom moſt * 
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p he with his voyte dꝛyuerh nat awaye / at whoſe 
vopce allo they riſe agapne-that were deed ĩtheyꝛ 
graues: and no man is takẽ with ſo depe ſloũbꝛe 
of deth /that is nat by hym reyſed. This thꝛelold 
difkerenceof ſynners p deuout interpꝛeters ofho- 
ly ſcriptures ſuppoſen ſigniſied to vs by thꝛe coꝛ⸗ 
ſes / p we rede werereyſcd fro dethe ta lyfe by our 
loꝛde Jeſu, The maiſter of þ ſy daugh⸗ 
ter /a mayde.xu.pereot᷑ age / he reilẽd in p houſes 
a fewe admytted to ſe it /⁊ he foʒbade to tel abꝛode 
that was done. Theſe bethey p fyꝛſt nat of pur; 
poſed maltce-but either foz ſlepꝛenes ofage-02 bp 
mans freitnes-beſollyden in to ſom ſynne/ß they 
be nat yet oſtinate in puell / pet no foule rumour 
rũneth of that myldede. Our loꝛde Jeſus lightly 
reyſeth thole with his hande put foꝛth / hydynge 
they fylthynes / ĩ pꝛouidyng to2 they: ſhamefalts 
neſſe. But he reyled vppe the myddowes ſonne 
with moze buſynes. Nowe the carkeys was ca⸗ 
— — i goyng our loꝛd met them / 
moued wich the ſeiy womas wepyng / bade them 
ſtande ſtyl that bare the biere / he repled the yoge 
mã. Fyꝛſt he ſitteth vp / ſone after he ſpeketh / ſhoꝛt 
ly alter he ſkyppeth out of the coffyn / ⁊ is delyue 
red to his mother agayne . Theſe be they vndou⸗ 
ted that beſo far irõne in lynne / that they by infa 
my can nat be reclaymed fro ſynnyng: they byo⸗ 
pen penance lptell a lytell be reiſed agapne to lyfe. 
He ſytteth vp/that fozſakyng ſyn lyfteth vp hym 
ſelfe to purpoſeof a better lpfe. He 9 at 
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rcotelſyng his foitle ſynnes / aknowlegeth p mercy 
of god. He is pelded to his mother alpue / that all 
remedies accampliſſhed / is reſtozed to the cõmu⸗ 
nion ot thechurche agapne. Lazarus truly now 
- tanke in his graue. Only he is bewayled of his 
deſperate ſyſters and krẽdes/here Jeſus byddeth 
p graue to be ſhewed hym/he wepeth/he maketh 
griſely ſoune with his mouth / and is troubled in 
ſpirite/he comandeth to take away the ſtone / and 
with a loude voyte he byddeth hym to tome foꝛth: 
he tometh fozth / but he is boũd / he is lolcd / and fo 
at laſt he is pelded to his ſyſters agayne. It was 
no great thyng loꝛ our loꝛd to reyſe a carkeps.iiij. 
dayes deed / it is a greatter maſtrie to reyſe a ſyn⸗ 
ner /that.xl.peres lyued nat /but lay ſtynkyng de⸗ 
filed with al maner fylthy ſpnne. A child layth E⸗ 
ſaie ol an hũdꝛed peres ſhal dye / and a ſpner ok an 
hfid2ed yeres ſhalbe acurſed. Ind ſame our loꝛd 
Jeſus wyl voucheſafe to reyle / ſo 2ᷣ he at laſt wpll 
here hym callyng. He tryeth dayly/aryſe maydẽ⸗ 
aryſe yonge mũ / come fozthe Lazare. But helag 
manp moꝛe than deed/here nat his voyce callyng 
vs agapn to lyfe. But what thyng is to here ſaue 
to beleue? Increduliteoꝛ hard belefe ſtoppeth the 
earcs oł. wicked folkes/that Þ vopce of holy ſcrip⸗ 
ture tan nat entre ĩito theyꝛ myndes. Let vs pꝛay 
the mercy o god/that he wyl vouchelafe to ſolide 
out aloude his almighty voyce / and to ſynge it to 
luche wꝛetched e deſperate folke: Chou delfe and 
düme ſpirite / Icõmandthe /get p out ofthis mã/ 
and entre no moe into hym. Howe tothe ende pe 
map 
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J haue ſapd / I wl aknomlege agaynſt me myn 
vnrightoulnes to our loʒde: ano thou halt fozgy⸗ 
uen me p wickednes of my ſyn. Nat pet cõteſſed / 
but oniy to one myndyng cofeſlionp mercy of god 
rũneth. Be ſozy-confclle Þ / but let it beafoze god. 
Manp waplẽ afoze mẽ/they wepe in lyght of peo 
ple / to men they cöfeſſe them / they rent thepz clo⸗ 
thes / but it is afoze p̊ people:they weare p heare/ 
they ſp2yncle aſhes on theyz heed / but it is afoze Þ 
people. Whiche thynges ik they were done bekoze 
god / pᷣ is / with al the harte / with pure affection / 
the mercy of god celleth nat. Cutte and rent ſayth 
he / pour hartes and nat your garmetcs, Fo2 god 
wyl nat deſpice a contrite and an hüble hart. Let 
vs wepe ſayth the pſalmewziter / be foꝛe god / that 
made vs Manp faſten / but nat the faſte that our 
| loʒde wylleth: many change they? rayment / but 

they change nat they? affection , And pet it chan; 
ccth that thele thynges mult be done among mẽ / 
that they whom our malice pꝛouoked / penaunce 
may call agayneto amendemet , But thole thyn⸗ 
ges vnpzofitably are done amonge the people/ex⸗ 
cept fyzſt they be done in the ſyght of god, Judas 
cofcſledhis ſyn / but it was to p Pharilees :; if he 
| had cofeſſcd hym to our loꝛde / by # by p moſt myld 
mercp oft our lozde had cnbzaced hym. And to the 
ede our cõteſſid might be moze acceptable to god/ 
Oleethe ꝓphet declareth to vs allo the fourme of 
cõteſſiõ: Take lapth he / with you woꝛzdeg / and re⸗ 
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turne to our loꝛde / and ſay to hym / Take away al 
iniquite fro vs and receyue good / c we ſhal gyue 
p agayne the ſacrifices ofour lyppes. Let vs alſo 
that haue wandꝛed many wayes returne to hym 
agayne-that alone taketh away the ſynnes ofthe 
woꝛlde /p whiche foz our ſynnes ſhed his pꝛecious 
blod/let vs ſay to hym: Take away fro vs all the 
yll/ that we haue wickedly wzought. What freely: 
And recepue good / what good? Þ ſacrifices of our 
lpppes. we ſhal gyuethakes to thy mercy / wher⸗ 
to we be boũde foz euery good dede we dyd alt our 
fal / thou ſhalt take frõ vs Þ is ours / ⁊ ſhalt receue 
ok vs 91s thyn. ye but le howe well with hym ac⸗ 
toꝛdeth the pphet Johel / with other woꝛdes ex⸗ 
pꝛeſſyng the lame lentence / foz whan god by hym 
had ＋ thꝛetned thoſe that regarded nat his 
mercy ofkred them /this he bꝛyngeth in after: Rez 
turne to pour god /foʒ he ig myld mercikul / pacts 
ent and of moche merty / and repentyng vpon ma⸗ 
lice, The greatnes ofſynnes ouerthꝛoweth p /but 
4 greatnes of goddis mercy can lyft þ vp agayn- 
e by howe many wayes the ꝓphet amplifieth it. 

He is gentyl / ozels as it is in Greke / mercyfull. 
Though this was inough that we ſhulde nat de⸗ 
ſpeyꝛe/he addeth / And hauyng pite / ß we may vn 
derſtãde ÿ de nat onely helpeth vs but allo is ſozy 
foꝛ our iuels. And her with nat cõtẽted / he addeth 
patient /that is to ſay caſy/ and nothyng haſty to 
take vengeance/lyke as humayn mercy is lyght⸗ 
ly turned into dildayne. And pet o lynner thou de⸗ 
ſpeyzeſt. Herkẽ therloze Þ foloweth / And of moche 
mercy 


mercy, Tf thy ſỹnes be many-myſtruſt nat / mer⸗ 


ty is moche. what remayneth nowe / but Þ thou 
muſt be coucrted and go to hym entyſyng p: But 
the punyſſhemẽtes ok mercy kearen / herke ⁊ take 
co2age: Ind takyng repentice ok his malice, He 
| callethmalice the peyncs and afflictions that are 
due fo2 our ſynnes. He taketh away ſynne / He foz⸗ 
gyucth euerlaſtfg peyne deſerued , What reſteth 
thaznothyng/ but that thou ſhuldeſt aknowlege 
Pp mercyof god. Undouted this is / that foloweth 
in Johel. Ind hc ſhall leaue after hym bleſſyng a 
ſacrifice to our loꝛde god, Truely this is it p Olee 
ſayd: The calues of the lyppes / that is to ſap/ſa 
crificeof pꝛeyſe and thanke gyuyng. If any gre⸗ 
uouſly and oftc ſhulde offende a moztal man/how 
hardeis the mabyng at one how myndeth he the 
wꝛonges/ how ſlowly aſſwageth the anger / howe 
lightly fo2 atrifyl falleth he in Þ olde grudge / how 
| frowsrdlp aſketh he amendis of the offence 3 and 
pet if they foreceyue them i fauour agayne /thep 
be called gentyl. God ſo oft offended wilfully ꝓuo⸗ 
keth vs to do penance / he entyſeth vs to ſozgyue⸗ 
nes /he ꝑdoneth thꝛetnynges / he fozgyueth helle 
peyne / he offreth foz puniſſhement liberalite/and 
iſo moche he turneth hym nat away fy p ſynner 
mendyng #repentpnge/ p voluntarily he metcth 
hym turnyng agayne- and with his armes ſpꝛed 
abꝛode that he mape enbzate hym returned. Un⸗ 
douted the lame is it that he ꝓmpfeth i zacha rie: 
Turne ye ta me ſayth the loꝛde ofoſtis/and Awyl 
deurne to pou lavth the loꝛde of 450. nn 
ij. to ſap: 
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to lap: Turne pe to me: knowlege your wꝛetched⸗ 
nes #dcſy2e my mercy. what is: # Jſhallturne 
to pou: B eyng made a helper ofa reuc⸗ 
ger c punyſlher / ſhall helpe foꝛ ward your purpo⸗ 
ſes / that pe can nat bzynge about thzough pour 
obne ſtrength / ye may opteyne it by mp fauour. 
No man coude holſomly hate his ſyn / but ik god 
grated it / except he toke away Þ ſtony hart / ⁊ put 
in a fleſſhie hart: but it fo2 a defiled hart/he wozke 
i vs aclene hart: except foꝛ an yll ſpirite he renew 
in our bowels a good iuſte ſpirite. But why take 
Ithis labour ĩ reherſyng ſome old places of ſcrip 
ture / whiche declarẽ p marueilous mercy of god? 
Al the ſcripture ot theolde teſtament al about pꝛe 
cheth ſyngeth / and layeth befoze vs the mercy of 
god. And where be thoſe frãticke foles rather tha 
heritickes / that of one make two goddis / p oneof 
the olde teſtament / that was only iuſte / pe ⁊ nat 
good: the other of the newe / that ſhulde beonelp 
good and nat iuſt/coude they nat at leſt wyle here 
this ſonge that is ſo oſtẽ tymes reherled inỹ plal⸗ 
mis: Confuemini dño quoniã bonus. c - Fknowlege to 
god that he is good and p̊ his mercy is iu al woꝛl⸗ 
des. Where is the mad Manichee / that taught in 
his bokeg / that he that to vs ſo louyngly ſpeketh 
by his pꝛophetteg / and p oꝛdeyned Moyles lawe⸗ 
was no verap god / but one of the wicked dyuels: 


The elke ſame is god ol both the laweg /the ſame 


trouthe / the lame mercy by Jelu Chziſt our loꝛd/ 
laue that in Moyles lawe be ſhadoweg /in the gol 
peltrouthe; in theother wag pꝛomyſe / in _ is 
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pfourmace? inthatwas moche and great mercy 


toward the Jewes/herets the holle welle of mer; 
cy /oʒ rather the ſee that hath flowen ouer all na⸗ 
cions of the Holle woꝛlde / by Whiche flod the ſyns 
of all moztall creatures are waſſhed ⁊ ſkoured a⸗ 
wap. Surely this was the happy flod of mercy. 
that olde flod a fewe ſaued oppꝛeſſed the ſynners: 
this holſome flod/Þ ſynnes waſſhed away ſaueth 
al beleuyng in the ſon of god. He that in bokes of 
the olde teſtament pꝛompleth the Hebzewes repẽ⸗ 
tyng ⁊ amẽdyng fo2gyuenes / the ſame pꝛelent in 
the goſpel crieth to cuery man: Come to me al /p 
labour # be loden / and I hal refreſſhe pou - Take 
my pocke vpõ you / and pe ſhal fynde reſt foꝛ your 
loules. Foz my pockets ſwete/⁊ my burthẽ light. 
Rede ouer X6Uer the lpfe of Chꝛiſt / what els le pe 
than cõtynuel mercy to warde cuery body: He hea 
led frely ſicke folke/he fed the hungry / he ſuccour⸗ 
red them that were in perill / he made lepers holle 
⁊ clene/he gaue the blynde theyꝛ ſyght / and reſto⸗ 
red ỹ lame theyꝛ lymmes/he dꝛoue away dyuelg / 
hereyſed deed me to lyfe / he aſſoyled them v were 
repẽtãt. Agapne/ſerche out al his teachßg/ what 
other thyng doth it ſauoꝛ / tha excedpg great mer 
ty ok god: By how manp parables pmnteth hep 
lame in our mpdes /p we chuld liyde no wayczFoz 
what other thynge ſheweth p parable of 5 ſhepe 
bꝛought agaynon p ſheperdis ſhulders / ok p pete 
of money loſt x founde / ok the holle folke that nede 
no phiſicion / ok the ſeruant to whom all his duyte 
is gyuen/agayncok the blurer 23 gaue to 155 
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grym hurt / whom the ſamaritan healed-of p cur 
teſe ſteward to his dettours / ok p diſceyuer of his 
maiſtcr-oftheriottous childe recepued agapnc⸗ 
And the veray cleappng of the goſpel / doth it nat 
by x by pꝛompſe mercy 7 what pꝛompſeth it? To 
blinde ſight / to pꝛiſoners pdon-to p bꝛokẽ holnes / 
ſhoꝛtly to ſpeke a pere acceptable to out loꝛde/that 
no other thyng deſireth than makyndes laluacid. 
Nowe the lame name of Jeſu / that is-of a ſaui⸗ 
our / what other thyng ympleth it than ſaluacion 
t mercy: Tf he had ꝓclaymed hym ſelte a iudge / 
it had be ſomwhat why ye ſhuld haue be afrayd / 
nowe thou hereſt ſauiour / and delpepꝛeſt ot ſalua⸗ 
tion: And ſo fozth to thende thy truſt of laluacion 
ſhulde be mozecertayne / bicauſe it mought ſeme 
vnlikely that ſo great a lake ot᷑ ſynnes/that alma 
kynd was defiled with / ſhuld be purged ⁊ clenſed 
with the blod of gottis c calucs / he the ſor of god 
got vp on the auter ot Þ croſſe / and foʒ our ſpnncs 
he offred hym ſelfe molt effectual ſacrifice to clenſe 
al our ſynnes. And hangyngeon the ſame troſſe / 
he pꝛayeth fo: them that crucifie hym / fo2 them þ 
reuile ⁊ raple vpon hym-x thynkeſt thou aknow⸗ 
legeyng thy ſyn #rufully bechyng his mercy / he 
wyl denye p fo2gyucnes? Truſt to hum mercitul⸗ 
t thou ſhalt fynde mercy / ther is nothyng p feyth 
opteyneth nat of Chꝛiſt. He that myſtruſteth the 
phiſiciõ / is his owne let / that he can nat haue his 
helthe agayne. Truly ſo moche god enclyneth to 
the pꝛayers ot wzetches crpeng to hym /p he gy; 
ueth 


the dettours- ofthe publicã and phariſce-of p11; 


ueth mercy at one other mãs pꝛaper/it he haue a 


good hope with hym. The Canane crieth to hym 
and her daughter is made holle: p Centurion tru⸗ 
ſteth / and his ſeruant is reſtoꝛed to his helth/the 
maiſter ot the Sy pꝛayeth / ⁊ his daught 
is relyued: the kather delireth /e his ſon is delyue 
red of a wicke deuyll. The apoſtles crie: O loꝛde 
laue vs / we periſſhe / and they be al ſaued. In ma 
ny folkes he taried nat the pꝛayers ofthe mouth / 
he ſeeth Þ fepth of the cariers / and ſayth to þ ma 
licke ok the palſey: Truſt ſon /thy ſynnes be tozgy 
uẽ p. The mother only they that went with her 
wept / and the ponge man deed aryſeth / Martha 
and Marie do nothyng but wepe / and Lazar relp 
ueth / Mary the ſynner wepeth / ſhe annoynteth X 
kyſlſeth hym / e ſhe hereth : Thy lynnes be foꝛgy⸗ 
uen the. He pꝛapeth inough that knowlegeth his 
ſickenes: he pzayeth vehemently/that wepeth x 
hopeth. The wamã diſeaſed with the blody flixe⸗ 
toucheth pꝛiuely the garment of Jeſu / and fozth 
with the felt Þ power of mercy comyngfozth. Like 
wyle we rede many other healed the garmẽtes ol 
Jelu touched. So redy is his mercy euery whet / 
and at euery occaſion he ſuccourech betches. Jt 
thou dare nat calle vpon Jeſus / it thowcanſt nat 
touche Jeſus /at leſt pꝛiuely touche p ſkyꝛt ot his 
armẽt / go to ſome holy maͤ in whom this vertue 
. — that with his pꝛapers he may cõmende 
the to our merciful loꝛde . Foz by them ofte tymes 
he putteth fozth his ſtrength / being redy of cuery 
ſyde to gpue laluaciõ to euere mi, Foz p NE 
cam 


tame /this was the food wherwith he was fed /p 
he 278 dꝛawe ſynners to repentance. And ĩ the 


boke ok Geneſis alſo/whan wicked folke bythepz 
miſcheuous dedes ꝓuoked the w2ath of our lozd/ 
pct at the pꝛayers of Abzahã our loꝛd had foꝛgyuẽ 
many cites appoynted to diſtruction / ik He coude 
haue had foũde. x. good men amonge the people. 
The pepleof Jſrael had deſerued to be diſtroyed / 
ct our loꝛde at the pꝛapers o Moyſes reſtrayneth 
the lwerdeok vengeãce. O blynde folke / o vnk yd 
that regarde nat the merty of our loꝛde that is ſo 
metyng / x ſo redy euery where / but moze vnhap/ 
py be they that delpeyꝛe that wylfully / that frely 
is offred them. He is lyghtip pleaſed / who nat wil 
lyng is reuenged. Foz what other thyng ſowneth 
this voyce: And why dye ye the houſe of Jſrael⸗ 
Agapne ĩ an other plate he bewayleth/ that he all 
the day had ſpꝛed abꝛode his hades to the people 
without beleue-x ſtryuyng agaynſt hym. Agayn 
in Micheas: My people what haue J done top / 
o2 wherin haue J greued the anſwere me: Lpke 
wyſe in Elaie: What is hit that Jought to haue 
done moze to my vine / aud haue nat done it? Our 
lo2de doth cuery thynge / that he myght ſaue vs / 
and ſhul we wyllynge caſt awap hope of ſaluaciõ: 
In the goſpel alſo he wepeth foz Hieruſalem the 
whiche though obſtinacy ot ſlyn cauſed diſtructiõ 
ok it ſeife, Howe oft / ſayth he / wolde J haue gethe 
red the to gether / as the henne gethereth her che⸗ 
kyns vnder her wynges / and pe wolde nat? Our 
molt mercykullozde wepeth / that he ne _ _ 
ylaue 


Erasmus, . 
ly ſaue wꝛetches / myſtruſt we hym / as though 


he wolde nat laue vs: In the goſpell all the hole 
— — that | deed/re⸗ 
pucd agayne-p periſlhed/was recoueredagayn, 
Hethe gaod father cxhozteth the holle copany of 
gàͤgels and ſapntes to reiopte al to gether/that one 
ſpnner ſhuld be bꝛought agayne to penance: and 
thou wꝛetche dilpeyꝛẽſt / and enuyeng thyn owne 
ſaluacion / and to our lo2de ſo paſſyng great iope: 
whom the dethe of ſynners greueth / whom the 
coucrtyng ot᷑ wicked folke gladderh / beleue we hß 
to deny foꝛgyuenes to them that be ſoꝛy c amẽde: 
| Hecalletheyery body to the bzidale / he woll haue 
his houle kul / pea he tompelleth the blynd ⁊ lame 
to entre into his Houſe, Why tarieſt thou behynde 
wꝛetche! why canſt nat thou be dzawen from the 
dꝛatfe of wyne: why ſtryueſt thou agapſt Þ mer; 
cy of out loꝛde? Chʒiſte is the wyledome of god. 
This wyſedome as ſayth Solomõ departed out 
ok the fathers houle-came into this woꝛlde / pꝛea⸗ 
cheth opel / and in the ſtretes gyueth his voyce- 
he trieth in the fröte ok multitudes / in the wiket⸗ 
tes ok the cite gates pꝛonoũceth out his wozdes/ 
ſapeng: How longe loue pe childhed lptel babes / 
and foles ſhal touet thynges noytul to them / and 
Vndelcrete ſhal hate coũnyng; Turne pe to my co2 
rretctiõ. Bebolde J wyl put foꝛth my ſpirite to you/ 
and ſhall ſhewe you my woꝛdes. what thynge is 
moze foliſſhe / than foz vapne trãſitoꝛy thynges to 

be depꝛiued ofcuerlaſtſg goodes? What is great⸗ 

ter wyledome / than by ſhozt ſufferance to get im⸗ 

ſer. B moztalite 


— F. . Md 


moztalite? Therfote they be all mad that tötinue 


in lynnes: they be wpſe that change theyꝛ lyfe in 
to better. With what great labours ſerche we out 
the moſt vile thyng amonge metals / and ſo great 
trealure offered and frely offered we deſpiſen /02 ỹ 
is more toliſſhe / we delpeyꝛẽ: God is riche in mer⸗ 
ty. The treaſure ot humapn riches is cõſumed in 
gyuyng away : the treaſure of mercy can nat be 
conſumed, And this wyl J adde / that may the 
moꝛe put euery body from diſpeyꝛe of pardone. 
God hath boũde his feyth to man and as Paule 
ſayth / hetan nat deny hym ſelfe · He refuſeth nat 
to be rebuked /i he pkoꝛme nat /that he pmyleth. 
Foꝛ ſo he ſpeketh in Elaie to the people detiled on 
euerp ſyde: Be ye waſſhed / be clene/take away fro 
my ſyght your pl thoughtes / ceſſe to do wickedly / 
lerne to do well / leke iugemẽt / ſuccour the oppꝛel⸗ 
ſed / deale truly with Þ oꝛphliu / defende Þ wydow / 
and come pe ⁊᷑ rebuke me / ſapth our loʒꝛde - Thou 
hereſt ſynnger-What thpag els requyꝛeth our mer 
cyful lozde-bytonly chagyng of thy lyfez And leſt 
thenozmiteof ſynnes ouerpꝛeſſe thy mynde / here 
thefozayuenes of them all redy: Jf pour ſpnnes 
ſapth he / were as ſkarlet / they ſhall he made as 
white as owe: and if they were as red as oker / 


they ſhalbe as white as wolle. It ye wyll e mow 
here me/ye ſhall eate the goodes of Þ erthe. who 
is ſo mad / that wyll nat be laued : what is moze 
I 


eaſy thã to here our moſt loupng father mothyng 
tõmandyng/but that ꝑteyneth to our felicite: It 
ye wyl layth he / and ye mow here. Ho man mape 


ſaue 
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| ſaue hym p wyl nat. Saluacis is by fepth-feyth 
wo2deis helthfull in thp.h 


is by heryng · The wo 
and in thy mouthe. Dulp ſhut nat þ eares ofthyn 
hart. Now it a kyng to his ẽ mies oz top cõuicted 
of treaſõ ſhuld ſay thus: what ſo euer was entẽ⸗ 
ded oꝛ is done hitherto / J foꝛgyue it you al/mercy 
is redy foz al / ſo they fro thes foʒth wold abſteyne 
fro lyke yl dede: wolde nat euery body lpeke okthe 
— — wõderktul mercy / that neyther cruclly pu⸗ 
nyſlheth thepz bodyes / noz confiſketh thepꝛ gooz 
des:! But god yea with rewarde entyſeth vs to a⸗ 
nede our lyfe, Pe ſhal cate ſayth he-the goodes of 
1 wh They truly be vtterlp vnwozthy to haue 
uicion of goodes of this woꝛlde / that by theyz 
vngratious dedes offende the gyuer of all. But 
how moche moze pꝛecious is it that the goſpel ꝓ⸗ 
myſeth: I ſhal gyue vou a new hart / I ſhal gyuc 
pou a newe ſpirite/by whom of the dyuels thꝛals 
pe ſhall be made the childꝛen ofgod / by whom ye 
ſhalbe made mẽbꝛes ol mpn only begotten ſonne / 
by whom ye ſhal entre into the heritage okthe he⸗ 
uenly kyngdome. This is layth he / my weibelo⸗ 
ued ſon / here pe hym. O thou Jewe why — 
thyn cares fro trouthe / turneſt to the tales ołth 
Talmudicens # Deuterotis - Thou unwyſe phi⸗ 
loſopher why / with thyn eares ſhut agaynſt this 


att 


teacher / herkeneſt to Plato c Triſtotel:? hy he? 


reſt thou vnhappy pꝛogeny ol Eue the ſerpent 
vapne paonulſcs entpſyng the to diſtruction/ x hes 
reſtnat the ſon ofgod callyngthe tothe company 
of euer laſtynge kelicite? Do pe 1 ſayth ye 

ij. the 


the kyngdome ok heuen is at hande. Theſon pꝛo⸗ 
miſeth che father pledgeth it/the holy goſt in the 

mean while is gyuen as an erneſt peny ; and dou 
teſt thou tatakæ a hꝛate ſo great feliciteoffred þ- 
And ther is none other vopte ＋. thapoſtles tha of 
our loꝛde: Do penance / x let echeof you be bapti⸗ 
led in the name ol Jelu Chziſt /in remiſſiõ ot pour 
ſynnes /d ve ſhal recevue the gyft of the holy goſt. 
And a litel aft: Repe you fro this vngratious nas 
tion /p ye may be ſaued: leaue the ſpotted / futhy⸗ 
wꝛetched lyfe / and take euerlaſtyng lyfe. Souldi⸗ 
durs/publicãs/hariottes / ydolwoꝛſhippers / mẽ⸗ 
f rig rüne 


* 
cylecth egallyapentoal.(Th e 
— — » Noz thou ſhuldeſt nat 
ppolethis mercy of aur lozde /to ſtretch na far⸗ 


Peatocom 
ga bppenace. Foz baptiſme is nat 
Copſetak/as 7 —— —＋2 pare 

the water of teares remayneth / wherw no 
the fylthes of ſynnes be walſhed amaꝑ:the ſopeof 
holfome contricion remayneth/a the herbe ot Bo⸗ 
rith. Truly they dught / to whom ones all ſynnes 
were fcely foꝛgyuen / and that burped with Chꝛiſt 


by 


Erasmus, D. 
by baptiſmeroſe with hm agapne in a newlife/, * 


tocotynue with hym ithat gr they 
recepued, But our piteful ⁊ merciful lozde know; 
png the wekenes of mãnes nature / he wyled re⸗ 
medy of penance ta he redꝑ tozechecuento the ly; 
ues ende. But bicauſe the day of deth is certapne 
to none / alought to matche / that thep deſpice nat 
the goodnes of god; but i they hap to ſlyde agayn 
by and by ther beloꝛe Poll 
eaſe by cotinuance waxe vncurable. Some iolde 
tyme with right great peril fozbare baptiſme euẽ 
to the laſt day ofthepz lyfe/whom ſome called bad 
chultiens/ 3 ſome bad watered / as chultiens nat 
very true: but with mozeperilÞ ſpnner plongeth 
the remedy ofpenance-/thatzs eyery whereredy. 
Che chꝛiſtener is nat alway pꝛeſent / but lyeng in 
thy bed thou maylt cofelle thpa varightouſnes to 
dur loꝛde/and purpoſe toamede thy lpfe. One is 
nat atmap pſent to waſſhe th hodꝝ / teares be al- 
way pzeſent / with whomthou mayſt walche Þ fyl 
thes of thy ſouie · Ind nat without a cauſe a dout 
is / whether p baptifme-beeffectual/wherby wha 
ther is no hope ol lyle / and were in pages ol deth / 
were rather ſpzyncledwith water than haptiſed. 
Foz they ſhewed them cõtynually to haue ſpnned 
ik they myght alway lyue. But moch moꝛe right⸗ 
fully Gree lerned me douten / whether penance be 
krutekul /d is ꝓlonged a purpole / nam departyng 
hẽce they take it /and wold nat take it /excent deth 
tõpelled them. Foz lpke as groũde oft mopſted w 


heuẽly rapne / bꝛpgeth ſoꝛth naught els to his ter 
N. il . / 


ler-thanthoznes + wydes / is curſed #caſte into p 
fy:e: ſo god other whyle fo2 his goodnes obſtacly 
deſpiſed-gyueth them a vnlowablevnderſtãdßg. 
wherloꝛe Þ ſureſt way is moſt dere bzetherfi / nat 
to ꝓlonge the mendyng ot the ly fe / but by # by at 
the voyte ol our loꝛd callyng vs to do of poldema 
with his dedes and delpꝛes / leſt our loꝛd ſo oft nat 
herde / wyl nat here vs agayne callpnge to hym. 
Dꝛedelul is Þ voice /wherwith he thꝛetneth them 
that wyl nat here hym mercifully callyng Foz $ 
ſayth he/called you / ye fozſoke it: Freched fozth 
my hãde / and ther was none that wold ſe it: pe de⸗ 
ſpiſed all my coũſavle/and pe ſet naught by mp re 
bukes. J alſo ſhall laugh and ſcoznei your diſtru⸗ 
ction-whan to vou that pe dꝛad ſhal fal. whan ſo⸗ 
dayne calamite ouerthꝛoweth /⁊ ruine as a tẽpeſt 
daſſheth downe / whan trouble t greffe aſſayleth: 
than they wyl call on me I wyl nat here them. 
They ſhal ariſe perly/and they ſhal nat fynde me: 
fo:that they hated my lernynge / and wolde nat 
coceyue the dꝛede ok our loꝛde / c wold nat reſt vpõ 
my cotiſaple / and wold withdꝛaw fro al my cozre- 
ctio. Dyuers wapes god punyſſheth he may co 
rect vs. At laſt whã our obſtaclenes hath ouercõe 
al remedies / he fozſaketh vs as deſperate / & lea⸗ 
ueth vs w our owne frewyl. Like as a phiſiciõ af: 
ſayẽg all that his craft can to put away diſeaſe/ 
whan he ſceth the patient foꝛſake al medicins / at 
laſt he leaueth hym with ſickenes / as he p wolde 
nat lyue. Merty layth the pſalme / iugement J 
ſhal ſynge to p. The day ot iugement abydeth — 
| alte c 


after thep ſhul be departed this lyfe . As longe as : 


this lyfedureth-theris hope of mercy . Therfoze 
while p lpueſt/heſeche our lozde of mercy · Truly 
thep thatlpedyeng-o2 they that extreme olde age 
oppꝛeſſeth moweiamaner haueleft to lyue. Here 
thecoulay! what euer thou 
be that fro dap to day dꝛaweſt Þ lynde of wicked 
nes /and makeſt no ende of ſynnynge. Turne the 
fayth he to our loꝛde /and foꝛſake thy ſpnes. Pꝛay 
the kace ok our lozde-and mynyſſhe thyn offences. 
Returne to our loꝛde /and turne away fro thyn vn 
rightoultes / and hate curſpnge: and knowe the 
iuſtices and iugementes ok god / and ſtand in the 
lot of pꝛopoſicion and ſpeche ot almyghty god / go 
in to the partes of the iuſte woꝛlde with lyuyng 
gvuyng confeſſion to god. Thou ſhuldeſt nat az 
byde in the errour of wicked kolke / cofeſſe p befoze 
dethe , The confellionof the deed as nothyng pc; 
riſſheth Lyuyng thou ſhalt be cõfeſſed / alyue and 
i heale thou ſh alt be cofeſſed and ſhalt pꝛeyle god / 
and ſhalt boſt the in his mercis / hom great is the 
merty ot aur laid /and his fauour tu them 5ᷣ turne 
to hym. Thou hereſt the great mercy of god is re 
dy / but p is if ꝭ alpue ⁊ in heale wylt be cofeſled to 
our loʒd. But what ſhal we ſay of them /of whom 
the body is vnable to ſynne/ yet the mPde putteth 
nat away the appetite ot ſynnyng: and whan by 
reaſonof agethe bodp is nere deed / that they cun 
nat wickedly do filthy actes / pet leaue they nat to 
ſpeke leudly: Howe ſhal they alyue be conkeſſed to 


dur loꝛde / that leaue ſooner to lyue than to * 
ut 


But thou ponge mã in thy flowꝛyng age / why p; 
longeſt the medyngof thy lyte dayes / monethes / 
c peres: If thy body were diſeaſed with p dꝛop⸗ 
ſ\y-and thou haddeſt befo2eÞ redy acertapne ſure 
remedy fo2 þ dileaſe / woldeſt p ſap / The next pere 
J wyl heale my ſickenes : Jknowe wel Þ woldeſt 
nat beſo mad / but Ars 5 woldeſt halt to 
be healed, Ind in pð dileales of p ſoule moche moze 
perillous /tarieſt/dayueſt fozth fro day to day / fro 
that day to that / yea thou defferreſt thy ſaluacion 
to p day ot thy dethcz And who is thy ſurete that 
thou ſhalt lyue tyl ta mozowe-But thele thynges 
be nat ſpokẽ /to thende that any ſhulde diſpeyꝛe of 
. fozgyuenes/ but to thentẽt we wold weſt kroeche 
the careles continuanceof ſꝑnuyug . Ther is ſyn/ 
p neyther in this wozlde no2 in the woꝛld to come / 
is fo2gyue. God foꝛbyd p any of vs ſhuld ſwarue 
ſo far wyde. Ind therfoꝛe p moſt ſure thyng is to 
eſchewe ſynne. The next is/that by c by we put it 

a wap by penante/that is wought vnl kylfully. 
A good man falleth.vij.tymes in a dap /but he ri⸗ 
ſeth agapne: al though this is ſpoken by veniall 
\Pnes, Ind therloꝛe our loꝛde oft tymes thzetneth 
vs ſharply in holy ſcripture/leſt on truſt of foꝛgy⸗ 
uencs redy we ſhuld walowe in to the myer of vn 
gratious dedes. And therfozet k pe⸗ 
nance is nat gyuen / that we wyllyng ſuld conti⸗ 
nue in our diſcaſe; but leſt he that pchance falleth 
ſhuld be loſte fo2 euer. In Amos our loꝛde oft thõ⸗ 
dꝛeth agaynſt thꝛe oꝛ foure wickedneſſis: Shall 
nat Jabhoꝛʒre them: It is wickednes to * 
Pits 


| pl. here by a by me ſhud take repentance but it 


is greatter wickedne; IPD — ö thou 
e Si Hgrice ought to ſtep 
to better , But the eis / chat thou 
wickedly purpoſcd fylthily And here 
neyther we be ſozy noꝛ amẽde / but we adde to it ỹ 
fourth wickednes / accuſtompng vs in puels / and 
heapyng yls vpon yls. Nowe here maye nat our 
loꝛde wel abhozre vs: yes truly/nere p his mercy 
paſled his iuſtice. Beholde what after ſo ſharpe 
thꝛetnynges foloweth in the ſame pphet: This 
ſayth our loꝛde tothe houſe of Jlrael: Seke / ⁊ pe 
{hal fynde me / ſeke pour lozd # come. Let vs here 


our loꝛde reclaymynge vs /p we delpeyꝛe nat. Oꝛ⸗ 
els wo to vs /i he ſhuld do to bs / that he thierneth 
bythe ꝓphet: and after the thyꝛde oꝛ fourth wyc- 
kednes heſhulde turne away fro vs his mercy / x 
leaue vs alone toourwpll.Vea with manp of vs 
it ſhuld go puel / if after the thouſande wickednes 
our loꝛde ſhuld turne his face away. But by d by 
as his rightoulnes begſneth to waxe rigoꝛous / 
Mercy ſteppeth foꝛth # layth: O loꝛd god be mer⸗ 
ciful: I pꝛay the/who ſhallyftvp Jacob/foz he is 
a babe: And agayne: O loꝛde god J pay Þ ceſſe: 
who ſhal reylebp Jacob / foz he is a babe: Thus 
our beſt delender pledeth 


Mercy r the cauſe ot our 
freilnes. Nowe here howe redy fozgyuenes is to 
one repentyng c amendyng · Our loꝛde ſayth he / 
bath had pite bpon hym. It ſhal nat be / ſayd our 
lozde- Yeſe/he thzetnyng vegeance howe ſoone he 

ſer-of er. reoepen⸗ 


our loꝛde thꝛetnyng / leſt we ſhuld ſyn: let vs here 


repẽteth / if we truly Wold repent our myſdedes, 


It ſhal nat be-ſayd our loꝛde. I p2aye you/what 
mother is ſo lyghtly pleaſed w her child? Therfoz 
ſyth we haue a loꝛd ſo eaſy to pleaſe / ⁊ an aduoca⸗ 
trice ſo effectual / what thyng is ther / why any de 
ſpeyʒzyngof hym ſelke/ſhuld eyther cõtinue in ſyn/ 
nes /oʒ with Judas fle to hange hym feclfez Euen 
kor the ſame purpoſe our loꝛde by al meanes myn 
dyng our ſaluacton-fuffred molt excellent x moſte 
appꝛoued men to falle in greuous ſynnes / that by 
. they2 exaple he myght cõfoꝛte & coꝛage vs to hope 
of perdone . what thyng in holy ſcripture is moze 
laudable than kyng Dauid? He was a kynge/ he 
was a ꝓphet/he was a man to goddis mynde/ of 
his linage Chꝛiſte was pꝛomiſed. But into howe 
foule/into howe manyfold a ſyn dyd ſo great a mã 
fall He hereth of Nathan rebuke F cruel thꝛet⸗ 
npges of our loꝛde. But Dauid with two wozdes 
turneth al this anger ok god into mercy / He ſaid; 
pPeccaui domino / I haue olkended agaynſt my loꝛd: 
And fozthwith Mathan ſayd: Our loꝛde alſo hath 
tranſpozted thy ſyn / thou ſhalt nat dye Thethzet 
bug beof alength / p he map cozrect/but how 
[wyftts the vopte ot᷑ Mercy: Thou ſhalt nat dye: 
Likewiſeby Eſate Ezachias hereth: Thou ſhalt 
dye / ſhalt nat lyue.Gechias wept à made great 
lamentacion. The ꝓphet the meſſanger of dethe 
was nat yet gone halfe the kynges courte / p mer 
cyof our lozde called hym agayne / ſapenge: Be⸗ 
turne backe / and ſay to Czechias capitapneot my 
people: This ſayth our loꝛde p godof 9 oy 
ather 


father / J haue herd thy pꝛayers / # haue ſeen thy 


wepyng / and J haue healed the. The thyꝛde daß 
after this thou ſhalt go into the tẽple of our loꝛde. 
Thethyꝛde boke of kynges wytneſleth p ſame ol 
Achab: Ther was nat ſuche an other as Achab/ 
who was ſold p he myght do myſchiet inſpghtof 
our loꝛde. Ind he hereth / Thou haſt kyld / c moꝛe 
ouer haſt pollcled. Ag whã he had ſlayn Raboth 
he occupied his vineyarde: but he at laſtafrayde 
with the cruel thꝛetnynges rent his clothes / co⸗ 
uered his fleſſhe with a ſhert of heare/he faſted/ 
ſlept in wollen / he walked hangyng downe his 
herd. Achab was froward / oft he had delpiled our 
lozde rebukyng hym / he had heaped ſynnes vp6 
ſpnnes: and at laſt he was rather feared w dꝛede 
of miſcheues hangyng oucr hym thã he mynded 
to repent amẽde: and pet our loꝛde of extedynge 
mercy ſpeketh to Helie: Haſt nat ſeen Achab hũ⸗ 
bled afoze me: bicauſe he hath humbled hymſcife 
foʒ my ſake / J wyll bꝛynge in no myſchiet in his 
daycs. If myght of falſe repẽtance be ſo great / 
that it may wꝛeſt the reuengyng werd out ot the 
hande ok god / what ſhal the mynde do truly chan 
ged into a contrarie affection/ # now nat koꝛ dꝛede 
of punyſſhement / but foꝛ p loue ot god hozryng 
that he my wꝛought: Foz that entent be ſuffred 
Peter / whom he had apofted chiekofhis churche 
opely to fall. Only he wept / andoptepnedmercy. 
wha to hym he delpuered his ſhepe / lo whom he 
had ſuffred deth /to fede / dyd he caſt in his tethe þ 
offence of thꝛiſe fozſazyng our _— No 3 
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koʒ node all p Wag ſo waſſhed away with teares / 


that ther remayned nat a ſteppe in our mercyfull 
lowes remẽbꝛance. Paule pſecutourof ourlozdis 
churche was ouerthzowe-/and was made teacher 


ok nations. We haue great exãples of them that 


ſynned / and eke ol them that repented / weought 
nat by example of any to be pꝛouoked to ſſne / leſt 


we ſhuld tẽpte our loꝛd /but it any ſhuld hap to be 


attrapped by ſynne/he hath exãples of repetace/ 


 leſtheſhuld deſpeyze- But they do waywardly / Þ 
- wplnat ſolow þ ſame takßpg repẽtãce / whom = 


folowed ſynnyng. Howe manp pꝛinces be there 

imyle at theyꝛ auoutres and miſlaughters foz 

example ot Dauid: Abe it in Dauid were ſo ma⸗ 
np excellent vertues /p thisoffence mought haue 
ben foꝛgyuẽ in recõpẽte of them: but wold to god 
Ipke as chey folow hym offẽdyng / they wold hym 
cke lofolowe repentyng, He ſpꝛed abꝛode his ſyfie 


'thzough al nacions of the woꝛlde / and the delecta 


tions of the court deſpiſed / foz purple he taketh a 
ſhert ue * bꝛede he eateth / 80e be 
gleth ww th weppnge/ euery nyght he 
wallheth his bed with teares / and moyſteth his 
couerled with pa And he was nat aſhamed 
to allfynners to ſay # ſlynge this verſe of penãce: 


iſerete mei. cc. Haue mercy vpon me loꝛde aſt thy 
great mercy. And after the multitude of thy mer; 
ties put away my wickednes . He was iuge / and 
gaue ſentẽte ot deth agaynſt hym ſelfe. Foz great⸗ 
ly diſdaynyng:; Our loꝛde fayth heAyueth/foz he 
is the child ok dethethathath done en, 
e 


| Hecoudenat moꝛe eupdently be cõdemned thã by „ 


his owne voyce, God was iuge / and pet as the p⸗ 
lone were changed he cõmytted the iudgement to 
hym that was gylty. The iuge was takẽ with a 
trip / and heouercame that cõmptted to hym ÿ iu 
gemet/Dautd happilp was ouercome / god ouer⸗ 
came mercyfully / whan he ſhewed ỹ ſynner to hỹ 
lelte / that had fozgot hym ſelfe , Beloꝛe as a cõque 
rour and dꝛõken with vnhappy pꝛolperite / he ac⸗ 
tomplyſched his plealſure with womã he loued / 
he delyted in his moſteſwetechilde) but whan he 
was conuerted to our loꝛde / than at laſte he ſawe 
where he was / and What difference was bitwene 
à rightous mat an vnrightous / like as an other 
pꝛophicy teacheth. whan a ſynner w al his hert 
aknowlegeth his kylthynes / xcõkeſſeth hym ſelfe 
wozthy of punyſſhemẽt / thã is our loꝛde iuſtified / 
and ouercometh whan he is iuged/that is / whan 
he oſtreth the iugemẽt to god as to be iuged hym 
ſelfe. But they that o2deyne theyꝛ owone rightouſ⸗ 
nes / make god in a maner vniulte c a lyer / p wyll 
his mercy to be knowen in euery man / and reiop⸗ 
teth to turne our wickednes into his glozy : why; 
lom where ſyn mas plentiful there his tre libera⸗ 


lite aboũdeth. Theolde Adam dyd Wh Re. cal⸗ 
led to confeſſion he layd p blau The 
lame mife ſhe called to cofeſſio/blamed the ſerpẽt. 
Ikthey toude haue ſayd the ſonge ol Dauid: aa 
ſerere meideus / God haue mercy vpd me: they had 
nat bẽ — 4 paradiſe. Cain nat goyng out of 
kynde / what ſapth he pꝛouoked 1 our loꝛde to . 

eli), pent: 


pent, Am Amp hꝛothers keper: Jfhehadſayd: 
peccaui / miſetere? J haue ſpnnedhaue mercy: and 
ikhe had ſayd it with al his hert / che mercy of god 
was redy, There is acarnal ſozowe / that engen⸗ 
dzeth deth / luche as Judas had: but agayn ther 
is a godly ſoꝛowe / that bꝛyngeth tozth ſaluacion x 
ſure ioye. Paule tenderly louyng al his/yet here: 
toyceth that he had caſt the Counthies in ſuche a 
ſozowe/he dãned / that had a do with his fathers 
Wyfe / as out of ſuche ſoꝛow as aſter à bytter plat; 
ſter foloweth continual ioye. And in p mean while 
ſure hope of ſaluacion myngled with repentance 
tepereth the bytternes of the ſozowe , Do Dguid 
whan he had ſimply cofeſſed His ſynne /andÞde/ 
ſerued vengeanceofgod/herke howe moche hope 
he cõcepued ofthemercy of god: O loꝛde ſayd he / 
ſpꝛyntle me with iſope / and I ſhalbe clenſed / thou 
halt waſſhe me / Iſhalbe made whit tha ſnow, 
Nat ok his owne good dedes / but by ſpꝛynclyug 
of the ĩmaculate lambes blod he pꝛomyſeth hym 
ſelfe purenes/and whan he aknowleged hymſelſe 
fro his mothers wombe with ſpottes defiled / yet 
out of» waſſhßg he hopeth to haue fayzenes ofin; 
nocẽtie / wherto p whitenes offnow gyueth place. 
And he ngt only hopeth to opteyn inocfcy agayn / 
but alſo that the wo of penãce ſhuld turne ĩ to ſpi⸗ 
ritual cope, To my heryng ſayth he/ÿ ſhalt gyue 
ioye d gladnes / and my bones huͤbled ſhall leape 
fo: ioyt᷑. ꝓelde to me the gladnes of thy ſaluation/ 
and cofirme me with thy pꝛincipal ſpirite. OQwõ⸗ 
derkul truſt ot a ſynner / pet moze largely — 25 
milrt 


miſeth hym ſelfe ſomwhat: Ind my tonge layth N 


he / hal ſheweoutward with great myꝛth thy iu; 
ſtice. Dlozde thou ſhalt open my lyppes / and my 
mouthe ſhal ſhewe thy pꝛeyſe. Whanhe hath pꝛo⸗ 
ued themercyof our loꝛde ſo great / he wyl eke cx; 
hoꝛt other that they ſhul repent a amede.@oour 
lozdeſapd to Peter: Ind thou cõuerted ſomtyme 
confirme thy bꝛetherne. Dauid ſhuld haue peri! 
ſhed / ik he had cõmytted hymſelke to Juſtice / but 
he inthat part to weake called npũ mercy:æther⸗ 
foꝛe the mercies of our loʒde he ſyngeth foz euer. 
(They that plede maters amonge men / as oft as 
theyz tauſe is in icoꝑdy / ikthey may / they remoue 
it in to an other courte / al though they be in dout 
whether they ſhul there fynde a moꝛe egal iudge. 
And truly it may hap other while / hep appeleth 
myght apele to his damage. But to vs moſt dere 
bꝛetherñ / it is a thyng faraway moſt ſure / nat to 
ſtryue with the iuſtice of god / that is /nat to caſte 
vp our helis agaynſt the pꝛicke / but by and by to 
calle vpon his mercy , Ind truly in mennes iuge⸗ 
mentes /they ſay there is nothynge ſurer / than it 
we may by ſom colour clene deny p cryme that is 
layde agaynſt vs/and the rhetoziciens teachethe 
molt miſerable ſtate ot᷑ a cauſe to be / Mhiche they 
cleapendepzecacion.whanthe defendat layth/ J 
haue oſtẽded /ſoꝛgyue me. Here cotrariwile / ther 
is nothyng ſurer foz vs than wylfully to aknowe⸗ 
lege / what ſo euer we haue mylwꝛought / and to 
beleche ß iugeok mercy. Hither lith the goodnes 
ok god in all holy ſcripture ſo louyngly my: 
/ 


vs /ſith hither the examples of ſomany noble me 
exhozten vs / why ſhuld any ke foũde that delpey⸗ 
ryng ot hym ſelke had leuer waxe olde in ſpnues- 
In god / that is of moſt ſimple nature / nothynge 
is / that with other ſhuld ſtryue / and pet if we bez 
hold thoſe thynges / that chance vs /a ſtryfe ſhuld 
ſeme to be bitwene goddis iuſtice and his mercy. 
Juſtice calleth to punyſſhemẽt / but Mercy after 


theſayengof SD. James/leapeth vp agaynſt iu⸗ 


emẽt as acoquerour - who dyd euer crye: Jeſu 
haue mercy:but by # bp he opteyned mercy? The 
Cananee crieth / Goodlozde haue mercy / and her 
daughter is made hole. Euery ſynner eke ſhulde 
crie / Good lozde haue mercp / and his ſoule ſhalbe 


healed. He the blynde begger crieth / O ſon ol Da 


uid haue mercy / and his cloke caſt away he recey⸗ 
ued his ſyght. Let vs eke crie / Jelu the ſon ol god 
haue mercy on vs / let vs trie ſtrongelp ⁊ cõſtãtly 
euen amydmong the hourlyng multitudes of yll 
imaginacions /c he of this wozldly beggers ſhal 
make vs enheritours of the heuenly kyngdome. 
Whole euer ſeketh cõmodites ofthis lyke/is blſd/ 
is a begger /in a patched cloke beggeth a halfepc⸗ 
ny of Þ people. They that ſeke to get a kyngdom / 
pea though they ſeme to go about a great thyng / 
they do nought els than wꝛetchedly beggea half 
peny of a multitude. They phunte foꝛ honours/ 
and dignites be they neuer ſo great / they crie to þ 
people / Take pite / gyue an halfpeny. But it any 
wyl crie: Jeſu loꝛde haue mercy / he is redy to gy⸗ 
ue bs hym ſeife. Our loꝛde tarieth/ he to 

vm 
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hym / art nat vnhappy but ik Y riinez why tarieſt 
in thyn vnhappy clothes: The alter of mercy is 
open / and thou turneſt thy ſelfe to the bondes of 
madnes. The ſainctuary ot goddis mercy is ope⸗ 
ned / and thou klieſt into the hurleppt ol vnhappy 
deſpey2e, Thy ſauiour recheth the his hãde / and 
thou turneſt away thy face. Heuẽ is opened vnto 
p- and thou getteſt the downe heedlyng into hell, 
The | goodncs is holdeopentoÞ- 
and thou flieſt to the vnhappy halter. The theke 
on thecroſſe hereth / This day thou ſhalt be with 
me in paradiſe / and thou gyueſt and byndeſt thy 
ſelfe to helle. But nowe it is tyme þ A fulfyl that 
laſtly Jp2omyſed/ by what meanes themercy of 
ou huld be ſooneſt got, Foz of pzayers/wepyng/ 

ſtyng / ſhert o heare/aſſhes / that is ot contrite 
hert / is nowe ſpoken here and there thꝛough all ỹ 
ſermõ. and truly thele thynges opteyne mercy ot 
god: but well doynge to our neyghbour wꝛeſteth 
it out / if A map ſo ſap. Suche as euery ma wyll 
haue god be to hym let hyni ſhewe hymſelfe ſuch 
to his neyghbour. The Grckes pꝛouerbe ſapth: 
| Fauourgetteth fauour: But with vs mercy get⸗ 
tcth mercy, Luce. 6. Gpue / and to you ſhalbe gy⸗ 
uen: Foꝛgyue/⁊ pe ſhalbe forgyuẽ: Ind by what 
meaſure pe haue met to pour neyghbour /by the 
ſame god ſhal met to pou. And J call mercp oz pt; 
te / nat onely whan vengeance is fo2gpue / 02 nede 
ofour neighbour eaſed but what ſo euer good de⸗ 
de with a good mynde is dane to our bꝛother. Ye 
5 teacheth hym that erreth / that cozrecteth Þmiſ 

ſer. M doer / 


doer / and otherwhilehe that with ſtrokes chaſti⸗ 
ſeth one ſynnyng / ik he do it with a chꝛiſtẽ affectio/ 
he doth the warkeof mercy vpon his neyghbour: 
he that exhoꝛteth them p ſhꝛynke krõ theyꝛ good 
urpole /that cdto2t the wo at bzynge the de⸗ 
peyꝛed into good hope/he is merciful toward his 
neyghbour / and eyther herecopeſeth oz ꝓuoketh 
the mercy of god. And truelp it is vnlyttyngethe 
to be ot litel mile. cùmon. Þ 

paynim wyl gyue almis to a begger/anꝝ mi wyl 
helpe his krend in ieopdie / the gentiles eke pdone 
ſome fautes. what our mercy ought to be the gol 
pel teacheth: Be merciful -thatpemowe be chil 
dꝛen ok pour father/chat is in heuen, 'Jf » mercy 
of vs beof p cõmõ ſoʒt/merep of pᷣ cõ⸗ 
mon ſoꝛt luffiſeth vs toward our neighbour. But 
if he cõmand his ſonne to ſhyne ouer good and l/ 
c luſfreth ſo riche hauiour of this woꝛlde to be cõ⸗ 
mune to the weldiſpoſed and wicked / ik we wyl ap 
pere his true childzen / let vs be weldoers / nat on⸗ 
ly toward our hy de⸗ 
lerued it / but alſo toward ſtrãgers / ye to our foes 
and p yueldeſerued it. If god koꝛ vs idol woꝛſhip⸗ 
pers and chudzen ok helle gaue his only ſonne / le⸗ 
meth it a great thyng ik we agayn do good to our 
ennemp / who foz that is our bꝛother/ß heis a rea 
ſonable creature: And if our rightous loꝛd fo2 our 
ſynnes offredvp hymtelfe in the aulter ok p croſſe / 
ſemeth ita great thyng /it we foꝛgyue our neygh⸗ 
bour the wzonge done to vs: Howe dare a ſynner 
crye / Loꝛde haue mercy vpõ me /Þ denyeth mer⸗ 
cy to 


cy to his bzother: Shal nat he here wozthily this, * 


of p goſpel; O naughty ſeruant / haue foʒgyue 
the al thy duty / oughteſt nat thou to haue pite on 
thy felow leruant with the: what good turne ſo e⸗ 
uer we do to our neyghbour / our loꝛde ſuffereth it 
to be aſcribed to hym / whã he nedeth no mã: and 
al be it what good ſoeuer to our power we haue be 
ſtowed oz done to our bzetherne/ god hath it all on 
vs fpꝛſt moſt heapyngly beſtowed/yet as though 
foz ry dedes toward our neyghbour he wet 
boũde / he pꝛomyſeth to peld vs agayne good mea 
lure with moche ẽcreale / ful # wel heaped vp. Js 
it nat good mealure / whan foz herbozyng a pooʒe 
man our loꝛd recepueth theintothekyngdome of 
heuen: The beſt reaſon to waxe riche is / whã one 
waxeth poozeby ſuche liberalite. The wyle me of 
this woꝛld ſuffte nat theyꝛ money to ruſt in theyꝛ 
cheſtis / but they leaue it Wp bankers p by vlury 
they may get mozeto it. They that wil be riche ot 
heuenly goodes /they mult haue ado with p moſt 
liberal vlurer. We call them happy that beriche/ 
and in the goſpel the merciful be called happy / bi⸗ 
cauſe they thallopteynemercy , He playeth p vſuz 
rer with our loꝛd ſayth he the wyle Hebzewe/that 
pitieth the poze folke /e he ſhall quite hym agayn. 
And the pꝛophet ſayth: Kedeme ſynnes with thy 
almes dedes / bycauſe as ſayth the pꝛince okthe a⸗ 
poſtles: Charite couereth Þ multitude of ſpnnes- 
pe here thexchange/butitis with a great luker. 
Like wile he p myſtical ſynger: Happy is » crea⸗ 
ture that piteeth a lendeth · Therkoꝛe with god he 
M. ij. playcth 


— 


plapeth a poÞntof vſury whole euer fo2 $loueof 
god doth his nepghbour a good turne. Ye here p 
exchange /ye here the encreaſynge / yeherethere/ 
demyng. Who ſo euer hurteth his neyghbour is 
in daunger of hym that he harmed: Who ſo euer 
after his power helpeth his neyghbour / byndeth 
hym that he doth the good turne to. Alke nat ve/ 
geante on hymÿ theoffended/ but make exchãge 
with god: fozgyuethy neyghbour a fewe t lyght 
offences /and god of couenant ſhal foꝛgyue the all 
thy, Delyꝛe no reward agapneofthy neyghbour 
to whom thou dyddeſt a good turne / but al ke it ok 
god / what ſo euer Y diſpoledeſt wel / and he foꝛ goo 
des tranſitozy ſhal reward the euerlaſtyng. The 
kyndes of ſacrifices be dyuerſe / with whiche god 
is pleaſed / ſpiritual hyms-ſonges /pꝛapers / wat⸗ 
chynges / faſtynges/homely raymẽt: but no kde 
of ſacrifice is moꝛe eſectual/than mercy towarde 
our bꝛother. Go ſayth our loꝛde / and lerne what it 


is: Mercy J wyl haue / nat ſacrifice, He dãneth 


nat ſacritices / but he pferreth mercy abouethem 
al. It ̊ our loꝛd Jeſus vouchelafeth to teache vs 
with his owne mouth in golpel he taught lõge 
beloze by the mouth of Michee p ꝓphet. Foz wha 
our loꝛde had rebuked p inuincible obſtaclenes of 
the people in yuels/ß people thoughtful/by what 
mean they mought apeaſe god / rightouſly with 
ſo many curſed dedes ꝓuoked/ſayth: what thßg 
Woꝛthy may Joffre to god: Shal J bow my kne; 
es to almyghty god?! what ſhulde J offre to hym 
lacrifices / perelyng calues:? whether may god 

be 


Erasmus, D. 
be apealed in a thouſand wethers / oz i a thouſand 6 


fat gottes? Shall Jgyuemy fpꝛſt begotten ſofic 
foʒ mynoffence-the Flite ok my wombe foz Þ ſyfie 
of my ſoule: Hithertoſpeketh p people / vnderſtã⸗ 
dyng no conuenient ſacrifice coude ot man be oſte⸗ 
red to purge away ſyns / yea itaboue many thous 
land wethers / he wolde olfrevp his fyꝛſt begottẽ 
ſon / to hym moſt dere: but the pꝛophet ſheweth a 
moꝛe effectual ſacrifice / wherwith by e by ß ager 
of god ſhuldbe apeaſed . O ma Jwilſhew p / wi 
is good / and what our loꝛde wold haue ot the: 
do iugemnet q loue mercy / thoughtful to walke 
with thy loꝛd god. what is todojugemtt-to hurt 
no man · hat is ta laue mercy: to do them good 
that deſerue it nat. Paule thapoſtle mozeouer ads 
deth lomwhat to the pꝛeyſe ok mercy . If Jſhuld 
ſayth he / gyue my body to be burned / c haue no 
charite / it auapleth me nothyng. Abzahã pfered 
a great thyng/that was redy to offre his only ſon 
in ſacrifice that he loued ſpecially; but he pzofreth 
moꝛe/it any fo2 p loueot᷑ god deliuereth his owne 
body to be burned. And pet charite is mozeacceps 
table than that ſacrifice. And what thynge els is 
charite toward our neygybour thamercy : Ther 
foze ſith al we continually in all thyng ſhul nede 
mercy of god / our ſtudie ought ſtyl to be / that one 
of vs ſhuld helpe an other mercifully / one with 
another bearpg p burthẽs together / we mow ful 
fyl p lawe of Chꝛiſt / that rather ryquireth mercy 
than ſatrifice / and wylleth vs to redeme his mer; 
ty with merty ſhewed on our * But as 

ij. mp 


SE 


my mp de excedyngly refoyceth /Whi Jcaſt with 
my ſelfe-how great Þ mercy of our loꝛd is toward 
vs / and how redy foz vs he wold it ſhuld be: ſo an 
huge great ſozow perceth myn herr / as oft as J 
inwarly behold/ how ſeldome the ſtudie ok mercy 
is amõge Chʒiſtens. It we were truly mercykul / 
our liberalite ſhuld reche euen to the Turkes / we 
ſhuld caſt colis of fyze vpõ they2 heedes /that they 
duercome by our goodnes / at laſt ſhuld come to 
felowſhip of our religion. Nowe we Chꝛiſtens by 
warres / robberieg/theftes/oppꝛeſſiong/moꝛe cru 
elly greue t vexe Chꝛiſtens / than any wylde beaſt 
greueth the ennemp therof. Ik thou beholde the 
luker / what other thynge do we than lyue one by 

deuouryng another / after the maner of fyſſhes: 
who is nat redy foz ſmal auayle to begyle his bꝛo 
ther / whoſe nede he oughted to ſuccour: Noweol 
our bzothers pouerte we go abeut to get our auã⸗ 
tage / our bother foꝛ faute of meate dyeth. The 
moꝛe ieopdy Ile hym in / the derer J elle hym ỹ 
he lacketh. Howe bnlowly is our ſtately fierſenes 
agaynſt our inferiours / how great is the rebelliõ 
of thinkeriours agaynſt the luperiours / how ſeld 
02 in no place is pure charite: Of bʒaulynges / de⸗ 
tractiõs / backebitynges al places be full. And we 
nat only quite a litel wzong with great vengeãce / 
but wilfully harme them dyd vs no hurte. And 
the mean while we mynde nat / how great mercy 
our loꝛde hath poured on vs: #þ he wylaſkeit a⸗ 
gayne/onles we ſhul ſhede agayne on our neygh⸗ 
bour that we reteyued. If pe leke ſayth þ pphet/ 
| ehe. 
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ſeke. Ik we ſeke p mercyof god / let vs ſeke it tru; 65 


ly and with al our hert. Turne you come. She 
wold turne her ſelfe to vs / ik we wold turne to her. 
The mercy ot god came to vs whã the ſon of god 
tame downe into erthe: let vs go to her agapne. 
The moſt mercytul loꝛde enclineth hymſelſe that 
he may aſſople an aduoutrer: let vs agaynelyfte 
vp our affectiõ to hym bowyng hp ſelk to vs. The 
fy2lt grice is /to caſt away ſynnes . So philicions 
fyꝛſt purge the body / that after they mowe put in 
better ioyces. So thou ſynner fyꝛſt caſt out othy 
mynde yl atfectiõs / that warren agaynſt god: le; 
chery / couetouſues/xiot /pꝛide / anger. whan p co; 
tinuer in ſpnnes belecheth the mercy ok god / doth 
he nat as though an ẽnemy armed holdynge his 
werd #bucler in his hãde ſhuld deſpze peace: He 
that aſketh receyueth / he that ſcketh kyndeth: to 
hymp knocketh p doꝛe is opened. If ye alke mer 
cy / aſ ke it truly: it pe ſeke / leke truly: if ye knocke 
at p doꝛe o mercy/knocke truly. Wyll pe haue er/ 
ample ot one truly aſkyng mercy ? He the pdigal 
child al ked it aright / but whanhehadlefty hog⸗ 
ges / but whan he was returned to his father: O 
father J haue oftended in heuẽ ⁊ afozethe / make 
meas oneof thy labozers. Now here p publican/ 
that foz the coſctence of his ſpᷣnes dare nat lyftvp 
his eien heuẽ ward / dare nat come nere the auter / 
but ſtãdßg a far/he knocketh on his bꝛeſt æ ſapth: 
Loꝛde haue merty on mea ſynner. He aſketh /p 
turnyng clene cõtrarp his affectiõs /ot a dꝛonkerd 


is made (obze/ofarebaudechaſte/ofa glutto tem 
perate/ 


2 — _— . 
* —  —  — — — 


perate/of abzibour bencficiall /of a lewe ſpeker a 

ood ſayer-of a diſſẽblex a playn mã / ofa crabbiſ; 
ſhe a lowly mayof acrucl merciful , He knocketh p 
with deuout impoztunatnes i amaner cõpelleth 
Pp mercy of god-ncuer ceſſynge to exerciſe warkes 
of mercy on his neyghbour. Cry to our lozd:haue 
mercy : but ifthou wylt be herd / le that thou here 
hym agapne. He crieth in his membꝛes the ſicke 
t nedp. Hereif thou ſtoppe thyn eare / he wyl nat 
here the agayne callynge to hym. He in his pooꝛe 
folkes is refreſſhed /i them hethyꝛſteth / hůgreth / 
he lickeneth / he ppneth: in them he is delpiled 
offended, But moꝛe vnſhamfaſtly layth he to our 
loꝛde/ aue mercy vpon me / that only refreſſheth 
nat his bꝛother / but allo vexeth hym vndelerued / 
oppꝛeſleth the weatze/betraieth the innocẽt / ſpoy 
leth the poꝛe / begpleth the harmeles, Cotinuyng 
in thoſe dedes / in vayne he calleth on the mercy ok 
our loꝛde. who ᷣ wyll nat refreſſhe Chꝛiſte in his 
mebzes /ſhal here: Go pe turſed folkes in to p fyꝛe 
euerlaſtyng. what ſhal they here that reuile /ſpyt 


at / mocke/beate/punyſſhe / ſklander / ſlee Chziſte 


ihis mebꝛes: It I be nat diſceyuedther is a ſen⸗ 
tence amonge the mymes publians woꝛthp foz a 
chꝛiſten mã: In gyuyng he receyued a benefit þ 
gaue hym that was woꝛthy to haue it. Why ſtyc⸗ 
keſt at it thou frowarde ponderer ol an others di⸗ 
gnite:? De gaue to one woꝛthy whole euer gaucto 
the mẽbꝛeof Chꝛiſte:he gaue to one woꝛthp /that 
gaue to his bꝛother. Ando fozth / he gaueto one 
woꝛthy / whole cuer fo2 Jeſus loue gaue to apoze 

creature 
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treature. Iłthou ſeke wynnyng / plaß the blurer 


mapſte 


with hp: if dꝛede pl / thou haſt wherby 
redeme hit. Alter ſharpe rebuke / what ſayth our 
loꝛde in the goſpel? pet ſapth he gyue almes / and 
le al thynges be clene vnto you « Whan tempeſt of 
5 lee ſoꝛe greueth / ſtyckeſt nat by caſtynge thy 


march andiſe neuer ſo pꝛecious ĩ to lee to redeme 


thylyfe; whan the vegeanceofgod hangeth oucr 
the / art thou agreued to diſpoſe a lytell money on 
thy neighbour: what leaueſt Þ vndde ifthy hous 
be alyze? But what burnßg is moꝛe dꝛedeful/thã 
ol goddis ãger / whã his anger ſodaynly flameth 
vp / and wylt nat vie the remedy ſhewed to quẽche 
hit: What / wylt thou ſay! who ſheweth hit: That 
very good mi Sirach: water ſayth he/quecheth 
ftlamyng kire / and almeſdede withſtadeth ſynnes. 
Ames dede knoweth nat boſtyng / oꝛels che loſeth 
her name. They p gyue almes with a trũpe blow 


bour 


bo 


bour in any troubleAhalt be delyuered from al pl. 
wylye here almel dede ſpekyng; Come pe blelled 
childꝛẽ of my father / foz wha J hoũgred / ye gaue 
me meate: whan Jthyzſted-yegauemedzynke? 
whan J was naked yeclothed me: wha wated 
lodgyng ye lodged me: wha J was ſicke / ye viſe; 
ted me: whã J was iĩ pꝛiſon pe came to me. They 
had foꝛgot they? benefittes /r ſay: O loꝛde whan 
ſawe we the wãtyng thoſe thynges / e luccourred 
the! The other part reherleth they vertues / and 
they here: Go ye into euerlaſtyng fire. Shalnat 
almesdedethã be here a good ſpokeſwoma-p ſhal 
delyuer vs fr6 helle / that is /kcõ al miſchiet: ſhal 
ioyne vs to our lozd ſoũtayneot᷑ al goodnes: what 
reſteth now molt dere bꝛetherñ / but that we ſhul 
beſeche the mercy ofour loꝛde / that he wpl graũte 
vs/ð wemowe be merciful to our neyghbour / leſt 
ik we here ſet naught by his mercy / ſhul aftward 
require it in vapne: but the moze here we were ꝓ⸗ 
uoked by merty / the moze ſharpe we ſhul fynde p 
iugemẽt of god. Let mercy toward our bꝛetherñ 
ouercome in vs wozldly affectiõs /that in god mer 
cy toward vs may ouercome iugemẽt. So it ſhal 
come to paſſe / that we with greablemPdes to ge⸗ 
ther hal ſenge the mercyes of our loꝛde ſoʒ cuer/ 
aknowlegyng his mercyes aboue al his warkes- 
To whom be pꝛeyle and glozy thzough al coſtis ot 
the erthe fo euermoze. Amen. 
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oꝛible dꝛedeful ot erkeſome. 
Vumilite lowlynesoꝛ mekenes. 
Incredible ynneth to be beleued . 
finite without ende. 
terpꝛetate expowne oꝛ declare. 
niurr harme oꝛ wionge. 
Infamous yi named. 
Inhabitant is dwellers. 
continent ſhortly oꝛ by and by. 
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Perdicion loſſe. 
Perpetual ſt yll oꝛ contynual. 
Puiſſance mysht oꝛpower. 
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Satanas the dyuel / whiche is to 
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Sagacite qui healers . 


Scgrbet in ſomeplates of £nglide 
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Uſurpe totake vpon. 

Uiolate bꝛeke. 
ouercome. 
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an othe taken. 


CFinis- 
¶ Thus endeth theſerms of thexcedßg mercy of 
god, JmpztntedatLondonin Fleteſtrete /in 
ö houſeof Thomas Berthelet / nere top 
Cundite /at the ſigne ol Lucrece. 


¶ Cum pꝛtuilegio a rege indulto. 
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